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INTRODUCTION
To a scholar looking back upon this decade from the perspective
of the next century, the 1980s will appear a major turning point in the
study of Texas history. Beginning in 1981, with the completion of the
exhibition, Texas Women: A Celebration of History, Texas historians
have in effect rewritten the story of the state to include, among other
neglected groups, its women. Although, as Beverly Stoeltje has pointed
out in her preface to the exhibition's catalog, the "brave, beautiful, and
strong" woman has always had her place in Texas legend, the lives of
those less sensational than Cynthia Parker, Belle Starr, or Elisabet Ney
largely have been ignored.' One of the major tasks of historians in
recent years has been not only to reinterpret the lives of the state's
well known women, but also to resurrect the anonymous women whose

stories shed light upon the social, political, economic, and cultural
development of the state.
This special issue of the East Texas Historical Journal is one contribution to the growing recognition of the part which women have
played in Texas history. It is, however, far from comprehensive. Each
of the four articles presented here is a biographical treatment of a
woman who identified with or was a member of the upper classes. Thus,
like most initial studies of women in other regions, this issue deals with
a narrow group-an elite which was either educated or wealthy enough
to leave extensive letters, diaries, or financial records.

Nevertheless, these articles are significant because they expand
knowledge of the role women played during the frontier decades
and the early years of the twentieth century. With their references to
scholarship about women in other regions, they also reveal how similar
to and how different from women in other parts of the country women
in East Texas have been. Both Judith McArthur's article on Rebecca
Hagerty and Katherine Goodwin's on Martha Gaffney give a Texas
slant to the antebellum plantation mistress, and Alice Cooksey's research
on Birdie Robertson Johnson reveals how the women's club movement
of the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries has affected Texas politics.
In her article on Karle Wilson Baker, Pamela Lynn Palmer tells the
impressive story of a writer who participated in the regionalist movement of the 1920s and 1930s.
o~r

Much research, of course, remains to be done on East Texas
women. One hopes such scholarship will follow the lead of that in other
countries and regions and move from the almost exclusive study of
elite culture to an exploration of women from all racial, social, and
economic groups.
lBeverly Stoeltje, "Preface," Texas Women:

(Austin, 1981), p. 10.

A

Celebration of History
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"A WOMAN'S CUROSITY:" MARTHA GAFFNEY AND
COTTON PLANTING ON THE TEXAS FRONTIER
by Katherine G. Goodwin
"You wrote to me that you had bought a place but never said it
was a good place or not, nor said how much you gave for it. You know
a woman's curosity [sic].''' Martha E. Gaffney of Richland, South
Carolina, would need more than "a woman's curosity" to run the plantation her husband Peter bought in the winter of 1853 in Red River
County, Texas. Her interest in the details of the purchase indicated
her awareness of the magnitude of operating a family enterprise. As
the family prepared to migrate to Northeast Texas in late 1854, Peter
died unexpectedly and left Martha, a thirty-three year old Southern
lady, to raise their five children and run a cotton plantation on the
frontier.
Martha Gaffney continued with the planned move to Texas, and
her preparations for the journey reveal she had every intention of continuing her familiar plantation life. Rather than discarding personal
and household items she spent six months prior to the move to Texas
accumulating goods she knew would be scarce on the frontier. She
had trunks repaired, purchased fabric and contracted with dressmakers
and milliners for dresses and hats. She shopped dry good stores for
hoops and gloves and twice visited the jewelers for items to take with
her to Texas.' Nor did Gaffney pack these items and the family's
belongings in a covered wagon for an overland trip. As befited an
aristocrat, she booked passage for herself, four of her five children,
a companioD, Mrs. Allen, four servants and an overseer, Mr. Haley,
on two steamers to transport them from New Orleans to the Red River
plantation. The passage receipt for the steamer Jenny Bealle included
$95 for two boxes, eleven bales, and two barrels shipped with the
family. Additional boxes shipped on the steamer California incurred
a bill for $29.62. These receipts did not include items Gaffney bought
in New Orleans which were shipped at a later date. In addition there
were receipts describing services rendered for transporting luggage to
and from hotels, railroad stations, and steamship docks, transporting
an unspecified number of negroes, and renting wagons to move everything and everyone to the land her late husband had purchased outside
Clarksville. '
In the 1850s Northeast Texas represented the Southern frontier
and offered economic opportunity for upward mobility. Cheap land
prices and a healthy climate combined to lure many immigrants to that
Katherine R. Goodwin is a graduate student in history at The University 01 Texas
at Arlington.
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section of Texas between 1836 and 1861. D.E.E. Braman of Matagorda addressed the virtues of the land when he advised immigrants,
"the rich alluvial loams, invite honest industry to come, till, and reap
the abundant rewards of harvest.'" Moreover, the better lands in the
older Southern states were already under cultivation, and in many areas
those lands were nearing depletion.' The cotton market, dependent
upon land fertility, was faltering and planters were seeking more productive lands. This apparently was the case in the tidelands of Richland, South Carolina, where Peter and Martha Gaffney previously
owned a plantation. The poor land in that area resulted in depressed
markets as indicated in letters to Peter while he was scouting land in
Texas from his friend and neighbor in South Carolina, H. R. Brown.
Early in 1854 Brown reported, "the times are worse hear [sic] than
I have ever sean [sic] them. Haven't sold your cotton or mine yet.'"
Again in March of the same year, Brown still had not sold either his
crop or Peter's and reported that "cotton is dull.'" Certainly depleted
soil and poor markets were among the factors which drove Peter Gaffney to seek more profitable lands.
The unhealthy climate may also have been an important reason
for the Gaffneys to leave South Carolina. Yellow fever and malaria
were rampant in the South and continually recurred in the tidelands
of the Carolinas. Concerned about illness like many new Texans,
William, Peter's brother who had emigrated to Texas in the late 1840s,
wrote home of the healthy climate: "Only sickness here-is tite chills
until you become climatised [sic] then as healthy as any state I have
lived in.''' This preoccupation with fever and chills prompted many
to seek new healthful lands, as well as new economic opportunities,
west of the Mississippi River.
The price of land west of the Mississippi River, however, was
probably the most important factor in the Gaffney's migration to the
Texas frontier. In letters to Peter, William wrote in response to inquiries on land in the Red River area, "Land below raft is $5 to $20
per acre and here you can get land 25 cents to $5 an acre. You had
better come and judge for yourself.''' The raft William mentioned was
an accumulation of trees and dirt that formed an obstruction on the
Red River. Beginning a few miles above Natchitoches, it extended up
river for a hundred miles and was interspersed with open water. An

attempt was made by Captain Henry Shreve early in 1830 to destroy
the raft. However, lack of money terminated the efforts until 1833
when Shreve resumed the work for the next five years. While he failed
to completely clear the river, he did make it navigable during high water
periods. Steamboats were especially constructed for use on the upper
part of the river, but no regular service could be maintained. This
obstruction to the transport of people and goods accounted for the
10
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differences in land prices.
The request for Peter to come himself and judge the land was
typical of immigration of the 1850s. Many areas were established by
members of the same family and region. Individuals first "scouted out"
an area; then families and neighbors followed. Sometimes whole towns
and villages werc transported to a new land. William had been the
first of his family to seek new lands in Texas. Once established he
encouraged his family to join him. In a letter to his brother Peter in
1849 he wrote, "Would be the happiest of the happy with you to live
near me with your family where we could raise all things we might
want.",t

The area William wanted Peter to purchase was rich river bottom
land in northeast Texas east of the 96th parallel. Hunters, attracted
to the bears, raccoon, possums, otters, deer, and quail, and streams
full of fish, had first scttled it in 1819. By the 1830s small patchcs of
cotton appeared, and thc Republic of Texas chartered the town of
Clarksville. By the 1840s furs and hides were the main cash "crops,"
and Clarksville was the major market center for the area. In 1847
the present boundaries of Red River County were established and the
first cotton gin was built in the area. Clarksville reported the average
price of cotton that year was 7Yz ccnts per pound. By the early 1850s
cotton became the main cash crop and the price rose to 11.8 cents per
pound, providing the economic opportunity Peter had sought for his
cotton operation.
11

Red River County, Texas, was an ideal place for the aristocratic
Martha Gaffney to establish a plantation after Peter's death. Clarksville was a typical Southern frontier community made up of like-minded
people: Southern plantation and farm owners who accepted slavery
as a fact of life and part of the natural order." Most slave owning
settlers brought thcir property in large groups from the old states into
Texas, and Gaffney was no exception. She brought the South Carolina
slaves as well as the other trappings of her Southern plantation life to
the frontier of Northeast Texas. 14

Plantations had been run by women in the absence of their men
for generations. Many women ran plantations and farms because their
husbands were engaged constantly in other business pursuits or because
they were widows. Ann Firor Scott in her book, The Southern Lady,
From Pedestal to Politics, 1830-1930, discusses at great length the
activities of plantation wives. Scott contends the woman's role on plan-

tations was important. In addition to the traditional roles of wife,
mother and hostess, plantation life thrust upon her an immense retinue
of slaves, who all had to be fed, clothed, and nursed. The ordinary
planter's wife led a very demanding life." However, Scott points out
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that Southern women were not encouraged to develop business or professional abilities. The prevailing view was that women existed for the
benefit of their families and that their lives should be conducted in
complete submissiveness to the will of their husbands." In addition,
Nancy Woloch, in her research for Women and the American Experience, touches on traditional roles of women as cotton and slavery
expanded into the fertile Southwest." She contends that Westward
expansion did little to change women's traditional roles. Only on substantial plantations with large numbers of slaves did women assume
managerial positions, and even then they were confined to the "doctrine
of sphere" in which women were to be dependent, affectionate, pious,
pure, gentle, nurturing, benevolent, and sacrificing." Nowhere, perhaps,
was this concept of "women's sphere" more evident than in the American South of Martha Gaffney's birth.
Gaffney, however, because of her husband's death found herself
in a position of maintaining a household and managing the entire plantation. In a male dominated society could she successfully manage the
Texas estate? Was she knowledgeable about money affairs? Did she
have sufficient funds to run the plantation? Could she obtain financing
to carry her through the bad years as well as good years? Could she
operate and succeed with the plantation in the male dominated cotton
business?
An examination of the Gaffney Family Papers including receipts,
notes, and family correspondence discloses the manner in which Martha
Gaffney immigrated to the frontier and the lifestyle she brought with
her. Her business correspondence and financial records reflect not only
her struggles and successes, but also shed light on the banking business
in Northeast Texas in general, and the cotton industry in particular. In
addition, the role Martha Gaffney played in heading a household and
running a large cotton plantation in a male dominated society reveals
some interesting contradictions in the history of women in Texas. The
accounts of her plantation activities, coupled with family papers, provide
significant information on the social and economic history of Northeast
Texas and the Southern frontier.
An inspection of the Gaffney financial papers for the period 1855
through 1860 yields an admittedly incomplete balance sheet for the
plantation. There was no plantation ledger. Neither can records be
traced through banking transactions as there were no banks in the
area during the I 850s. " However, even witb these limitations, some
assumptions can be made regarding the affairs of Martha Gaffney and
the extent of banking and financing in Northeast Texas.
Gaffney arrived in Clarksville on December 21, 1854. She quickly
took control of the family enterprise. Within two weeks she had filed

8
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Peter's will in probate court with the clerk of Red River County, taken
possession of the land and five head of cattle, and bought ten bushels
of corn and 100 bundles of fodder for the animals." She paid cash
for these purchases, plus an additional $257.12 for miscellaneous supplies. '" Gaffney also established credit with several prominent firms
in Clarksville, including the female merchants Mary Ragin and Anne
Monkhouse, as well as the establishments of Chamber and Marshall,
Rowland and Bryarly, and J. W. Kirchoff and Company."
These payments and those in the year after she arrived, as well
as the manner in which she traveled to Texas, indicate that Gaffney
brought enough money with her to sustain her family for a year.
Evidently, the sale of the family's plantation in South Carolina had
been profitable. As a report by John H. Brown, executor, indicates,
after paying Peter's outstanding accounts, his estate retained a cash
balance of $1692.85 and notes payable in the amount of $5631.00,"
Presumably the cash and notes were the basis upon which Gaffney
began operations on the Texas plantation.
In addition to these funds, Martha Gaffney also had an established
line of credit with a New Orleans commission house. Before his death,
her husband had made arrangements for the commission house of
Purvis, Gladden and Heard to handle his cotton sales from the Texas
plantation and act as his agent. Martha Gaffney continued to avail
herself of their services, and the commission house guided her in conducting her business. Especially during that first year as she struggled
to cope with the business affairs of the plantation, they aided her in
settling her accounts, made shipping arrangements, and generally solved
problems. The agents of Purvis, Gladden and Heard, for example,
explained the charges to her account which she did not understand."
They acted on her behalf in solving a discrepancy in a shoe order from
a New Orleans merchant and resolved a problem with a piano she had
purchased on her first trip through the city." On another occasion
when a ship captain threatened to sue Gaffney after she charged him
for damages to her goods, the commission house smoothed the way
for a settlement and cautioned her not to sign for goods until she had
examined them. ~

In addition, the firm acted on her behalf in numerous
insurance claims and continued to do so over the years.
&

H

Purvis, Gladden and Heard not only advised Gaffney on the
handling of her affairs but most importantly, supplied her with credit.
This credit was necessary for her to maintain the family and the business. The use of credit to compensate for cash in the operation of a
plantation was of paramount importance on the Southern frontier in
the 1850s. D.E.E. Braman, author and attorney of Matagorda City,
Texas, informed immigrants: "Credit in Texas is the universal rule,
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and prompt payment, the exception; the system runs through all business, from the smaIlest account to the most important contract."" The
shortage of banks and the tendency of the planters to invest annual
profits in land and slaves did little to change the situation."
The local credit merchants, by issuing sight drafts, and receiving
and shipping goods purchased in New Orleans or elsewhere, generally
assisted the planter with the daily business transfers. Planters charged
supplies and goods on a yearly basis with local dry goods firms, supply
houses, tradesmen, and physicians. When the bills came due, around
the first of the calendar year, the planter would ignore the bills until
about the first of March. If his cotton had not sold by then, he would
issue a promissory note, usually for a year, occasionally for three to
six months, in the amount of the statement in order to continue to
purchase needed goods. When the cotton crop was sold, the local bills
would be paid in cash or by note from a commission house through
which the cotton was sold at market. The commission house in New
Orleans took receipt of the cotton shipped, paid freight, wharfage, baling and bagging expenses, and then stored and sold the cotton for the
account of the planter. In addition, the commission houses acted as the
agent for the planter in other financial matters in a manner similar to
a bank.
The use of the local credit merchants and the commission house
in New Orleans eliminated the need for cash flow other than for a few
miscellaneous goods and services, usuaIly from local individuals."
However, the local credit merchants enacted a high price for their
services, charging from 10 % to 12.5 % interest per annum for the
extension of credit. This could be compounded when the commission
house in New Orleans paid the account of the planter with the local
merchant. The commission houses took a 2Ih % commission on every
transaction: on the sale of the cotton, on the issuance of drafts, and
on the advancement of funds. To remain solvent, planters had to avoid
debt as much as possible. Texans tried to minimize expenses by purchasing only essential items for operations such as capital equipment
and slaves and necessary supplies including corn, bacon, salt, sugar,
molasses, tobacco, clothing, and medicine.
iV

Martha Gaffney tried to minimize expenses, but credit was neces

w

sary for her to maintain the family and the business. Her use of credit
was characteristic of most plantation owners, and Gaffney's pattern
was clearly established in her second year in Texas, 1856, when she
brought in her first crop. That year she sold a total of 115 bales of
cotton. The first 105 bales (50,793 lbs.) sold at 10 cents a pound for
$5079.30 and the remaining 10 bales (2,929 lbs.) at 103,4 cents per
pound for $336.36. In addition, there was an insurance payment for

10
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damaged cotton in the amount of $174.68 for a total revenue of
$5684.33. From that amount, the commission house charged Gaffney
$986.73 to market the cotton. Those charges included freight, insurance, hoxing, bagging, rope, storage and labor, weighing (at the rate of
8 cents per bale), and commission of 2'12 % on the sale. The actual cost
of marketing and selling the cotton through the commission house came
to 17.35%."
The year 1856 was an average one for the Northeast Texas
market. The following chart of Gaffney's finances demonstrates income
and charges for the years 1856 to 1861.
Chart No.1:
Year
1856
1857
1858
1859
1860

Bales
115
118
113
100
223

Gross $
5684.33
7616.70
5453.71
5797.07
9583.58

Charges
986.73
966.12
93.93"
891.92
1875.44

Accounts
$2362.24
$3191.17
$5163.83
$4615.27
$ ??????

Balance
$2335.56
$3459.41
$ 195.95
$ 289.88
$ ??????

The actual percentage for the cost of marketing is seen from the
charges stemming from gross sales. In 1856 charges amount to 17%;
1857: 12%; 1858: ??? (": the records are incomplete for charges in
this year); 1859: 15%; and 1860: 19%.
In addition to the marketing services of the commission house,
Gaffney had an account that paid for goods she ordered from New
Orleans merchants and had shipped to her on the Red River. The
commission house advanced the freight monies, paid for the merchandise, and issued drafts as Gaffney directed. For these additional services the firm charged 2Vz % in commission and interest on the advance
of monies until the cotton was sold. For example, on April 24, 1856
the company's ledger for Gaffney's account shows three entries: a cash
advance for freight to the Victoria in the amount of $299.25, a commission of 2Vz % for advancing the $299.25 in the amount of $7.48,
and interest on the monies advanced from date of the transaction to
January 26, 1856 in the amount of $4.20. In the case of these accounts,
interest was charged on a daily basis for the monies extended. The
transaction actually cost Gaffney $11.68 or 3.9%. Martha Gaffney's
account in 1856 amounted to $2487.80, leaving a credit of $2362.24
for Gaffney to use to pay her remaining accounts in Clarksville. The
account amounts for the succeeding years are indicated in the above
chart.

Martha Gaffney conducted business in a similar manner with the
merchants in Clarksville. She operated on credit for goods purchased
locally. Her accounts accrued for one calendar year and were payable
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in January. By March she had to deliver a promissory note for payment inasmuch as her colton usually did not sell until April and sometimes not until June. Frequently Gaffney had to resort to requesting
one of the larger local merchants not only to extend her account for
several more months, but also to pay the statements from some of the
smaller merchants. In effect she procured a "biIl-payer" loan from the
larger local merchant, usually at 10% interest, to maintain her credit
in Clarksville.
This payment procedure became more complex but appeared to
be the manner in which business was conducted in Northeast Texas at
that time. Gaffney had a lapse of fourteen months between the sale of
the last of the 1858 crop and the first of the 1859 crop. That year
Gaffney instructed D.C. Russell Dry Goods to pay in February and
March a total of $594.31 to small merchants in Clarksville and advance
her $405.69 for a total loan of $1000,00. D. C. Russell in turn drafted
the New Orleans commission house for $10J2.22 for the loan and
$260.12 (including $26.01 interest on the house account) for the outstanding balance on Gaffney's account at his business. The firm
charged Gaffney $3 I. 76, the standard 2Y2 % commission, for accepting
the drafts and extending the monies for forty-four days. The loan cost
Martha $67.89. In arranging the draft on the New Orleans commission
house, D. C. Russell remarked that he had made similar arrangements
with other planters in the area. 3~

Why Martha Gaffney had to resort to loans can be seen by examining the amount of funds remaining from the commission house after
the sale of her colton crop. In the above chart the balance column
represents the amount available to Gaffney to pay her bills and make
purchases for the remainder of the year. Gaffney's records reveal the
accounts payable in Clarksville and other towns where she had accounts
or purchased goods. The figures do not represent all the monies spent
by Gaffney as the records are incomplete, but it must be assumed they
are representative.

Chart No.2:
Year
1856
1857
1858
1859
1860

Accts. Pay
$2159.36
$1552.54
$3464.71
$1182.71
$ 1346.D1

Notes Paid
$ 880.31
$ 950.00
$1031.96
$1642.47
$ 288.11

Total
$3039.67
$2503.44
$4496.67
$2825.18
$1634.12

In the years 1856, 1858, and 1859, Gaffney spent more than her documented income. This can be seen by comparing the totals spent in
Chart No. 2 with the corresponding year's balance in Chart No, I.
To compensate for this loss of cash flow, Gaffney used individual
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accounts with various credit merchants to pay her account with other
storekeepers and tradesmen. She began to make these arrangements
in 1857. That year Gaffney received $3459.41 from the sale of her
cotton. After Purvis, Gladden and Heard deducted their charges from
the account, she held receipts for $1552.54 and additional notes for
another $950.00 totaling receipts of $2503.44. The remaining $955.97
was evidently not sufficient to pay all the expenses incurred during the
year. Gaffney coped with the lack of funds by obtaining loans from
the local credit merchants who in turn drafted the New Orleans commission house who extended credit by mortgaging the following year's
cotton crop. Gaffney exemplified the credit system in use, "the merchants sold on credit, and the planters and farmers ... bought on
credit."
Z3

Ann Scott's premise that Southern women knew how to run plantations applies only partially to Gaffney." She seemingly had few
problems with the agricultural pursuits of the plantation, but the first
year proved a learning experience in transacting business in a state
without a banking system." The accounts indicate she had little knowledge of the financial problems encountered in the business. However,
she evidently learned quickly. Although she appears to have been
involved in spiralling debt, Gaffney harvested a very good cotton crop
in 1860 (230 bales which sold for $9583.58) and redeemed her outstanding debts. She continued to use the credit system to her advantage
in the following years. What is obvious, and important, is that Gaffney
used the same banking system the male planters employed. Her use
of credit merchants and commission houses to conduct business and
secure loans mortgaged on future crops was the same method of operation used by most planters and farmers in the 1850s.
Other criteria in determining Gaffney's success at plantation management required examining other records in addition to the family
collection. To determine success, one must consider how success was
measured in 1850. Obviously the size of real estate should be considered, as well as the number of slaves and the continued growth of
the plantation. The tax records for Red River County, Texas, reveal
details regarding the size and value of Gaffney's holdings. Five months
after she arrived in Texas Gaffney described her property as follows:"
Property:
1800 acres
36 Negroes
8 Horses
Wagons and winch

Value:
$12,000.00
$18,695.00
$ 500.00
$ 300.00

Total value

$31,495.00
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By 1856 Gaffney had increased her slave holdings from thirty-six to
fifty-five slaves valued at $19,260.00, added twenty head of cattle at
a value of $140.00, and made other smaller miscellaneous additions.
Gaffney assessed the plantation that year at $32,240.00. Her assessment of the plantation increased in 1861 to $44,975.00."
According to the 1850 census, Martha Gaffney's holdings included
her in a group of 512 slave holding farmers in the state at the time and
labeled her as a "planter."" In addition, a study by Jonathan Wiener
classifies the "planter elite" as those with over $10,000 in real estate
or over 800 acres." Gaffney, with 1800 acres valued at $12,000.00,
easily met those qualifications.

•

A final criterion for establishing Gaffney's success is to look at
the growth of the plantation under her management. Like other owners,
she continually added to and improved her plantation's assets. In addition to improvements on the house, Gaffney evidently added the landing
on the Red River to her holdings. In the financial and legal records
for January-February 1858 are numerous lists of supplies including
boat lumber and the necessary materials to build the landing. Along
with the shipment records, the account records of the commission house
in New Orleans refer to "Mrs. Gaffney's Landing" as the destination
for goods after this date." One other addition appears in the records.
For December 8, 1856, there is a receipt in the amount of $320.00 for
the final payment on a cotton gin which Gaffney apparently purchased
to improve the performance of her plantation."
In assessing the records of the Gaffney plantation in the 1850s
several points are clear. First, Martha Gaffney was neither a typical
immigrant nor typical of women in general in the 1850s. She arrived
in Texas with her Southern characteristics intact and molded her new
surroundings to conform to her previous plantation homeland. She
continued to purchase items synonymous with the status of Southern
plantation wives. Included in her account records were purchases of
silk fabric, velvet fabric, white bows, brilliants, velvet ribbon, several
combs, a linen coat and vest, an overcoat, embroidered shirts, a pair
of fine calf boots, as well as a fine saddle blanket, a side saddle, and
a hand bell. In keeping with the tradition of plantation entertainment
she purchased two dozen fine goblets, a china service for twenty-four

from New Orleans, and Hsegars," whiskey, and brandy.~' In the years
the cotton crop excelled, such as 1860, Gaffney traveled to New Orleans
on shopping trips where she purchased additional fine fabric at Haggerty Brothers Importers, had dresses made at Mrs. Sessford's, and
bought gold thimbles at W. A. Tyler's, Watchmaker & JeweIler."
Indeed her shopping sprees were only different from those of male
planters in that she indulged in dresses, hats, and thimbles, where the
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men purchased fancy boots, silk vests, and coats.
Gaffney maintained her lifestyle as she successfully operated her
plantation during the Civil War. Confederate tax receipts attest to the
prosperity of her enterprise. Based on her production of corn, peas
and beans, wheat and pork, she paid $966.21 in 1862, $1548.55 in
1863, and $1923.95 in 1864." In addition she pledged seventy-five
bales of cotton for the war effort from her 1861 crop." Her show of
confidence in the Confederacy was probably influenced by the service
of her son in Gould's Regiment, Debray's Brigade of the Confederate
Army. After the Civil War, Gaffney conlinued to operate the plantation until her death in 1871.
<0;

By all the criteria of the period, Martha Gaffney succeeded in
running her plantation without her husband. Peter had left her a large
tract of land upon which to base the plantation, and he had provided
enough money to bring the family, their belonging and their slaves from
South Carolina. Martha Gaffney, however, established the plantation,
planted the cotton for market, managed the large labor force, distributed the rations, maintained the health and housing of the plantation,
oversaw a wide range of productive activities, and continued to expand
her estate. Her "woman's curiosity" helped her to be a successful
planter while she maintained her status as a Southern lady. In addition,
and most importantly, Martha Gaffney acquired the knowledge and
expertise of the regional business practices of the cotton industry. She
extensively used the accrual system in favor with the credit merchants
and local storekeepers." These practices were essential elements in
a state without banking laws whose agricultural interest were rapidly
expanding into national and international markets.
Finally, Gaffney's experience opens the door a little wider on the
history of women on the Southern frontier. She was a contradiction to
the perceived notion of a "woman's sphere" prevalent in the 1850s.
"Woman's sphere" relegated women on the frontier, as well as in the
South, to a subservient position. Society assumed that women could
only succeed in acceptable feminine endeavors such as teaching and

religious missionary work. Women in general, and SOllthern women
in particular, were not supposed to engage in the masculine worlds of

banking, business, and money making. Martha Gaffney, however, was
not the area's only successful woman in a man's world of business.
It should be noted that two other women in Clarksville, Mary Ragin

and Anne Monkhouse, ran family dry goods stores and engaged in
credit banking after the deaths of their husbands," Given Martha
Gaffney's success in operating her plantation, it would seem women
were more active in those masculine roles than we are sometimes led

to believe.

•
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MYTH, REALITY, AND ANOMALY: THE COMPLEX
WORLD OF REBECCA HAGERTY"
by Judith N. McArthur

Studies that have examined the image of the Southern lady and
delineated her role in antebellum society have emphasized a chasm
between myth and reality.' In fiction, she was genlly-bred, soft-spoken,
and ornamental; in fact, the upper-class woman was a hard-working
domestic administrator, responsible for feeding, clothing, and nursing
her own household and dozens of slave dependents. A number of
women were widows who managed Ihe planting operations as well, with
the assistance of an overseer and perhaps a grown son or two. Historians have focused on the Southern lady's role because her identity has
been presumed to be beyond doubt: she was usually Protestant, generally of Anglo-Saxon descent, and always white. My purpose in this
brief biographical sketch of an East Texas plantation mistress is to
describe an anomaly. Rebecca McIntosh Hawkins Hagerty had all the
requisite characteristics of a Southern lady, as well as an additional
distinction that does not appear in the conventional list of attributes:
she was a nearly full-blooded Indian with strong and enduring ties to
a non-whitc culture.
The public record of Rebecca Hagerty's life is fragmentary and
her biography is not easy to construct. She did not keep a diary or a
journal. If she wrote letters, she did not preserve copies; her papers
consist almost entirely of records of business transactions and legal
proceedings. Census schedules, tax rolls, and probate records fill in
some, but not all, of the gaps. Two accounts of her private life-a
slave narrative collected by the Federal Writers Project and a 1974
newspaper feature-contradict both each other and a substantial amount
of the public record. Lucy Thomas, a former slave who lived on a
plantation adjoining one of Hagerty's, told a Federal Writers Project
interviewer that Hagcrty's first husband was a Caddo Indian chief who
had been murdered and scalped by his tribesmen for betraying them
to the whites. Thomas further claimed that Hagerty kept a slave woman
chained to a loom for a year and that at the end of the Civil War she
poisoned her slaves and buried them at night rather than see them
freed.' An account published forty years later in the Marshall NewsJudith McArthur is the Texas Foundation for Women's Resources Research
Fellow on the Handbook of Texas project at the Texas Stare Historical
Association. She is also working on a doctorate in history at The University
of Texas at A us/in.
·1 would like to thank Randolph B. Campbell for commenting on a draft version
of this article and especially lor drawing my attention to relevant material
in the slave narratives and the Cass County probate records.
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Messenger describes a considerably more conventional woman, a matriarchial grande dame who was said to have employed a governess to
oversee a houseful of children and grandchildren, and to have disciplined an unruly granddaughter by forcing her to sit on a stool and
embroider. The contradictions of Rebecca Hagerty's story are complex: while she can be regarded as a very typical Southern woman in
many respects, she was also a very different one, and her differentness
generated a lingering mythology from which the real woman can be
extracted only with difficulty.
3

I.

Prologue: A Daughter of the McIntosh Clan
It is one of the more subtle ironies of Rebecca Hagerty's situation
that she was as distinguished in descent as any of her white planter
neighbors with their traditional Southern reverence for family and
bloodline. Born in Georgia in 1815, she was the daughter of William
McIntosh, the half-Scottish chief of the Lower Creek Nation, and his
second wife, Susannah Coe, a full-blooded Creek.' Although he was
a powerful tribal chief, William McIntosh was intimately connected
with the surrounding white culture and, like most of the Lower Creeks,
had absorbed many non-Indian values. He held a general's commission
in the U. S. Army and fought with Andrew Jackson in 1814 at the
Battle of Horseshoe Bend, Alabama, leading the "loyal" faction of the
Creek Nation and some Cherokee allies to victory over the nationalist
Upper Creek contingent that had joined Tecumseh's confederacy and
instigated the Red Stick (or Creek) War:

,

The McIntoshes were part of the elite class of assimilated mixedbl,?od families who, under the guidance of Southern Indian agents, had
adopted the lifestyle of the encroaching white culture and became cotton
planters and slave owners. According to a historian who has documented the family history, "Chief McIntosh amassed considerable
wealth and his plantation home at Indian Springs, Georgia, where he
was served by a retinue of negro slaves, and where his herds and flocks
grazed at will, was elegant in all its appointments." Rebecca and her
younger sisters, Delilah and Catherine, and brother, Daniel, were Chief
McIntosh's second family. By his senior wife he had a family of older
children, two of whom, Chillicothe and Jane, would maintain close
ties with Rebecca Hagerty throughout her life.'
William McIntosh's extensive ties in the white community led him
to advocate voluntary removal as the only permanent solution to the
increasing tensions between white settlers and the Indians of the lower
South collectively known as the Five Civilized Tribes. His accommodationist views ultimately were his undoing. In 1811 the Creeks had
passed a law, on McIntosh's recommendation, that promised the death
penalty to any chief who participated in an unauthorized sale of tribal
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land. The neighboring Cherokees, under the leadership of Chief John
Ross, were also resisting white attempts to appropriate their remaining
lands, and their example apparently strengthened the Creeks' resolve.
A Creek council in 1824 issucd a declaration affirming thc intention
never to part with another foot of territory, and a succeeding assembly
of chiefs re-enacted the law forbidding unauthorized sale of land.'
William McIntosh's violation of this law, and his subsequent
murder by his own people, is well-known in Creek history. It is probably the basis of the dramatic but inaccurate story of betrayal and
revenge that the slave Lucy Thomas recounted, with local geography
and personalities superimposed on a remote historical event. In 1825,
when Rebecca was ten years old, McIntosh and a group of lesser chiefs
signed a treaty ceding all Creek lands in Georgia and a portion in
Alabama in exchange for a tract of land in what is now Oklahoma.
McIntosh's motives may have been monetary as well as ideological,
for evidence suggests that he accepted a generous bribe in return for
his signalure; he had written a letter to the incorruptible John Ross in
1823 suggesting that the Cherokee leaders could collect substantial
rewards for land cessions'
Creek retaliation was swift. A council passed a death sentence
against McIntosh and appointed an assassination squad to carry out
the verdict. The avengers set fire to McIntosh's house and shot him
and another signer as they emerged. McIntosh"s scalp was carried
back as proof that the Council's order had been fulfilled. His son-inlaw and lieutenant, Sam Hawkins, was also murdered. Hawkins was
a mixed-blood who had married Rebecca's older half-sister, Jane; his
younger brother, Benjamin, who escaped with a wound, would become
Rebecca's husband six years later.
In spite of the Council's resolve, the Creeks were not strong enough
to resist the U. S. government in its determination to remove them from
the lands coveted by the encroaching white settlers. They were forced
to give up all their remaining Georgia territory in 1826, the year after
McIntosh's murder. Rebecca's older half-brother, Chillicothe "Chilly"

McIntOSh, led the first group of migrants and their slaves to Arkansas
Territory (later called Indian Territory), where they settled, early in
1828, at the Three Forks of the Arkansas, Verdigris, and Grand Rivers,
near Fort Gibson and the Western Cherokee Nation.' There Roderick
"Roley" Mcintosh, William's half-brother and Rebecca's uncle, served
as chief of the McIntosh faction of the tribe. When the Alabama Creeks
were forced to migrate to the Western Creek Nation in 1837, he became
chief of all the Lower Creeks. Ultimately, upon the joining of the
Upper and Lower Creeks in 1840, he became Principal Chief and
remained head of the tribe until 1859.'"

'.
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Although nothing is known of Rebecca's years in the Western
Creek Nation, she probably enjoyed a lifestyle comparable to that of
a white planter's daughter on the antebellum southwestern frontier.
A trader who frequently visited the chief and other wealthy mixedblood Creeks reported that the women rode sidesaddle and dressed in
the fashion of the whites. Chilly McIntosh and his family were rich
and comfortable, and insulated from the "privations and sickness" that
most of the tribe endured." The McIntosh Creeks lived in large, wellfurnished plantation houses, f'dised cotton and livestock, and shipped
the surplus to distant markets." They observed a slave code reminiscent
of the laws in force throughout the Southern states. Abolitionist sentiments were unpopular, and the Creeks regarded missionaries who
preached emancipation with open hostility. In 1835 Chief Roley McIntosh, one of the largest slaveowners, filed misconduct charges against
the missionaries, and the Indian Agent had them banished from the
Nation.'l
II.

Marriages, 1831-1849
Rebecca McIntosh married in 1831, and as was appropriate for
the daughter of a dead chief and the niece of a presiding one, she married an influential man. Benjamin Hawkins, an educated mixed-blood
Creek, was a close friend of Sam Houston; the two apparently collaborated on trading enterprises in the Western Cherokee Nation, speculation in Tennessee lands reputed to contain gold, and attempts to get
Indian rations contracts from the U. S. government." He was certainly
not a Caddo chief, as the slave Lucy Thomas claimed, and apparently
neither a Princeton-educated lawyer nor Houston's legal adviser, as the
Marshall News-Messenger reported. The paper's claim that Benjamin
Hawkins and his brother, Sam (who had been murdered with William
McIntosh in Georgia), may have been the sons of the influential and
highly-regarded Indian agent named Benjamin Hawkins who lived for
years in the Creek Nation in the East, is not confirmed in any account
of the agent's life."
The evidence does not reveal how Benjamin Hawkins and Sam
Houston became acquainted, although their paths could have crossed
at several points.'" His friendship with her husband had significant
consequences for Rebecca McIntosh Hawkins, however. Sometime in
1833 or 1834, she and Hawkins and their small daughter, Louisa,
moved from Arkansas Territory to Mexican Texas and settled ncar
Nacogdoches. Here a second daughter, Anna, was born.

The evidence of this period is scanty; it reveals almost nothing
about Rebecca and only a little about her huusband." Apparently he
conspired with Houston, who seems to have had dreams of heading
an Indian empire in Texas, to settle 5,000 Creeks on a tract of land
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north of Nacogdoches." Hawkins brought Opothleyahola, the leader
of the Upper Creeks, to Texas, where he negotiated for land owned by
a New York company in which Houston had an interest. The Creeks
were to pay $28,000 for the land, and Opothleyahola gave a downpayment of $20,000."
Houston apparently had suggested that Hawkins approach Opothleyahola. He concealed his interest in the matter, however, by signing
the letter that the Nacogdoches Committee of Vigilance and safety
sent to President Jackson on September 11, 1835, expressing concern
over the proposed Creek settlement and asking him to intervene to
prevent it." By January 1836 a Committee on the State and Judiciary
was calling the proposed introduction of Creek settlers "criminal," and
it requested that the government investigate the matter and determine
the identities of the Texas citizens involved."
A Cherokee band under Chief Bowles, who had settled on a nearby
tract some years earlier under a grant from the Mexican government,
was also hostile to the proposed Creek community. The Cherokees
were fighting a losing battle to have their Mexican land claims acknowledged by the government of Texas, and were not kindly disposed toward
the encroachment of the Creeks and the additional hostility that it
generated in the white community. Although no evidence supports
Lucy Thomas's story that Hawkins "betrayed the Indians to the
white folks" and hid with his wife in a cave, she was correct in claiming
that he was killed by Indians. Hawkins was murdered by Cherokeenot Cadd~Indians in 1836."
Benjamin Hawkins' projected Creek settlement never materialized,
but Rebecca Hawkins, left a young widow with two small daughters,
did not take refuge in the settled plantations of her rich Indian relatives
in Arkansas Territory. To the estate she had acquired from her husband, she steadily added land and slaves of her own through purchases
from her extended family. Although there is no evidence of how she
came to have such large sums of money, she spent over $13,000 on
land and slaves in the first few months of 1838. In February she paid
Thomas M. Hawkins $500 for his league and labor of land, and the
following month she bought the interest of her nephew, Sam Hawkins,
Jr., in his deceased father's estate for $3,000. That same day, March
19, she purchased twenty slaves-two couples with children and a young
woman and her son-from another of her sister Jane's sons, Pinkethman Hawkins, for $10,000."
In March, 1838, Rebecca Hawkins also married again. Her new
husband, Spire M. Hagerty, was a white man who owned a plantation
called Phoenix near Marshall, in the area that soon became Harrison
County. Hagerty's background is obscure, but he had apparently
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moved to Texas from Alabama. Thomas Woodward's Reminiscences
of the Creek or Muscogee Indians claims that Hagerty had been married previously to the daughter of a white man and a "Tuckabatchy
[sic]" woman, from whom he acquired property, and that after moving
to Texas he "put her away" and married I'a widow Hawkins."~~
Hagerty petitioned successfully to be named the executor of his wife's
estate from Ben Hawkins, and he and Rebecca had two children,
Frances (Fannie) and Spire Jr., born in 1848 and 1849, who survived
to adulthood. During this decade, members of Rebecca Hagerty's
extended family began to appear in East Texas. At some point in the
1840s her two younger sisters, Delilah Drew and Catherine Willison,
and their husbands and children came to Cass (later Marion) County
and settled in the vicinity of Jefferson.
The Hawkins-Hagerty marriage was not a success. The undocumented account in the Marshall News-Messenger, the only available
evidence, asserts that Spire Hagerty's bouts of drinking and abusiveness
strained the relationship and that the couple separated frequently. In
January 1849 Rebecca Hagerty, perhaps permanently estranged from
her husband, signed a purchase agreement with her brother-in-law,
J ames Willison for a property north of Jefferson called Refuge Plantation." Apparently they bought the plantation as guardians of the Willison children and Louisa Hawkins, Hagerty's eldest daughter, because
a year later James Willison petitioned in Cass County court for permission to sell the half of Refuge belonging to his four minor children.
Willison claimed that the children's slaves had not made a cotton crop
sufficient to pay what they still owed for their undivided half of the
plantation and asked permission to sell his children's half of Refuge
to Rebecca Hagerty.
Hagerty's own petition, asking permission to buy, stated that in
her capacity as guardian for her daughter, Anna Hawkins, she had
recently come into a large estate of "Negroes and other property suitable for farming purposes." She pleaded that since the other half of
Refuge belonged to Anna's sister, Louisa, it would be preferable to
have the two sisters' property together on one estate where it could be
properly and profitably administered. On January 27, 1851, the court
gave her permission to purchase the 1,700 aeres comprising the Willisons' half of Refuge Plantation. She was to farm it jointly with her
daughter, Louisa Hawkins Scott, who had married in April of the
previous year, and manage Anna Hawkins' share of it.
2G

Planter and Matriarch
Refuge was the second plantation to come under Hagerty's management. In December 1850, she had won a court battle to be made
executor of Phoenix Plantation in Harrison County, the estate of her

III.
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second husband, who had died in Alabama the year before." Spire
Hagerty's will, probated in Harrison County, had left Phoenix entirely
to his small daughter, Frances. Spire Jr., he contended, was not his
son, since his wife had left his home before the child was conceived."
The details of the Hagertys' marital troubles cannot be reconstructed,
but the record shows that Rebecca Hagerty went promptly to court to
contest the disposition of Phoenix Plantation."
By 1851 she was administering two p1antalions, Refuge in Cass
County, for the children of her first marriage, and Phoenix in Harrison
County, for the children of the second. At Refuge she had the advantage of undisputed ownership and a son-in-law, James Scott, to help
out, but the administration of Phoenix was more complex. In April
1851, she notified the court that executors in Louisiana controlled
property that Spire Hagerty had owned in Caddo Parish and that this
estate, consisting of $12,000 worth of slaves, livestock, personal property and money, belonged to Fannie and Spire Jr. She posted an additional guardian's bond of $75,000, for which four of her male neighbors
signed as sureties, and was granted permission to go to Louisiana and
remove the property to Harrison County, A few months later, in
August, she gave notice that a large amount of money was due the
children in Arkansas and asked permission to go and prosecute the
interest for them.
30

Phoenix Plantation itself was the object of intense legal wrangling.
Within a year after Hagerty assumed the administration of the property
in 1850, the executors of Spire Hagerty's estate sued in Harrison County
to have it returned to them. They charged that Hagerty had not accounted to the court for her USe of the property, and that she had
managed it and hired out the slaves without the required court orders.
Most significantly, they claimed that since taking possession of the
estate she had begun a series of lawsuits against the executors which
they would be unable to meet if judgment were rendered against them.
The court returned control of the estate to the executors, and
although they won the battle, the war went to Hagerty. As early as
July 1850, she had engaged a Shreveport law office to advise her on
the possibility of breaking her husband's will. The attorneys had concluded that adultery was not grounds for disinheritance and that children born during a marriage were presumed born of it and consequently
were legal heirs. They advised Rebecca that she was entitled to onehalf of Spire Hagerty's property and the use of the other half for as
long as she remained widowed." In 1854 the will was struck down,
with half the property going to Hagerty and the remaining half divided
between Fannie and Spire Jr., for whom she remained legal guardian."
Hagerty's business records indicate that she managed her extensive
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holdings astutely. The inventory of Phoenix Plantation that she filed
in January 1852. while the executors were attempting to regain control,
shows 179 bales of cotton harvested from the 1851 crop and a slave
population of 61. The plantation assets included 70 hogs, 266 head of
cattle, 4,000 pounds of pork and 1,800 bushels of corn from the previous year's crop. The cotton marketed in 1852 sold for $9,340, but
the 210 bales made in 1853 brought only $6,522.
Rebecca Hagerty, however, increased her overall net worth in
the antebellum years. Her annual report to the Cass County Court for
1853 showed an operating profit of $10,388; by December 1861, it
was $35,866." The cotton crop from Phoenix had risen to 354 bales
in 1860, from holdings of 1,350 acres, three-fourths of it cleared land.
Less complete records for Refuge Plantation, where the family lived
and Hagerty presided, showed that cotton and hides were shipped to
New Orleans whenever the river was high enough to permit steamboats
to dock at Smithland. In return, the exchange broker supplied Rebecca
Hagerty with household furnishings, medicines, books, and the requisites
of gracious living. Invoices from February and March 1852, show
that Refuge Plantation shipped 310 bales of cotton to market and
ordered half a dozen lobsters, assorted quantities of brandied cherries,
peaches, and pears, a keg of almonds, and a demijohn of old brandy."
Rebecca Hagerty gave her occupation as "farmer" to the Federal
census takers in 1860, and declared her net worth as more than $30,000
in real estate, $82,000 in personal estate." She controlled two plantations which yielded an annual combined cotton crop of 500-600 bales
or more. To the 1860 census taker she reported owning 102 slaves;
in practice she controlled more than 150. Tax rolls for 1860 show 72
slaves at Refuge and 80 at Phoenix, and while some of them would
have belonged legally to her children, the plantations on which they
resided were under Hagerty's administration. With 3,296 acres, she
was the fourth largest landowner in Marion County. In much larger
Harrison County, where she managed her youngest children's estate,
she was also a major planter. Only a handful of residents owned 70 or
more slaves, and only one, with over 100, was larger:~ Hagerty was
in fact one of the richest citizens in the entire state. Only 260 Texans
held more than $100,000 total property in 1860, and of that number
a mere 15 were women." Only 1.9 percent of the total population of
Texas owned real property worth $20,000-$49,999 in 1860; in East
Texas only 1.1 percent did. A mere 0.5 percent of all Texas planters
made more than 200 bales of cotton annually." Fifty-four Texans, 0.1
percent of the population, claimed one hundred or more slaves in 1860;
Rebecca Hagerty was the only woman in this elite group."
By 1860 this rich Creek woman planter had gathered a large
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extended family around her in Marion County. Daughter Louisa was
married to James C. Scott who sometimes actcd as Hagerty's business
agent in New Orleans. Daughter Anna was living at Smithland with
her husband, Sam McFarland, and baby daughter. In the Jefferson
area were Hagerty's two younger sisters and their families: Delilah and
William Drew and their teenaged son and daughter, and Catherine and
James Willison and their four children. The eldest Willison daughter,
Kiametia, had already married Thomas Scott and set up housekeeping
near Jefferson; the young couple were the parents of two small
children."
At the same time that she presided as clan matriarch in East Texas,
Hagerty was in regular communication with other Creek relatives in
Indian Territory. She seems to have sent merchandise periodically: an
1851 invoice from her factor in New Orleans includes a shipment to
the Creek Agency, and a letter from her half-sister, Jan McIntosh
Hawkins in 1858 lists clothing and household goods that Hagerty was
to order, perhaps for resale at Hawkins's store." Between 1851 and
1859, she also bought more than 30 slaves from Chickasaw, Creek,
and Chcrokee vendors, and some receipts specify that the transactions
took place in the Indian Nations. Her brother, Daniel N. McIntosh,
sold slaves to her in 1853 and 1859, and she hired nine bondsmen
from Jane Hawkins in 1854."
Slavery and the cotton economy bound Rebecca Hagerty to antebellum white society, created her wealth, and conferred her status as
a Southern lady. Although the Creek Nation underwent an internal
conflict of its own, dividing along North-South lines during the Civil
War, Hagerty's McIntosh relatives also felt strong ties to the South
and its peculiar institution. As in the Southern states, slaveholding
among the Creeks in Indian Territory was concentrated in a narrow
strata of the population and created great wealth for a small number
of families." At the outbreak of the Civil War, the McIntoshes were
among the richest of these slave owners." So great was their wealth,
for example, that at funeral observances for his daughter a few years
before the war, Roley McIntosh fed between 800 and 1,000 people
during three days of preaching."
With the country on the verge of splitting in two, families like
the McIntoshes feared the consequences of a Federal invasion. In 1859

old Roley McIntosh relinquished his position as chief, and reportedly
moved to Texas to live with his widowed niece, Delilah Drew, near
Jefferson." Both of Hagerty's brothers sided with other Lower Creeks
of mixed blood, took up arms for the South and fought with the TransMississippi troops.11 Daniel, with a colonel's commission, led a regiment of Confederate Creeks; Chilly, a lieutenant colonel, commanded
a battalion.
U
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As for Rebecca Hagerty, years of cultural assimilation and residence in Marion County, where plantation agriculture dominated the
economy, slaves outnumbered whites, and the vote for secession was
467-0, meant that she would suffer the fortunes of the Confederacy
along with her white neighbors. Jefferson's position as the terminus
of Red River navigation made it a strategically important supply depot
for the Trans-Mississippi Department." Like most Southerners,
Rebecca Hagerty and her son-in-law, Sam McFarland, sold cattle and
hogs to the Confederate Commissary and lost money on the transactions. The receipts for these sales are marked "not paid for want of
funds."" In December 1864, with the Confederacy in its death throes,
she turned in almost $8,000 "old issue" banknotes for two-thirds of
that amount in "new issue" currency, which was valueless after the
war.~]

Hagerty's fortunes, like those of her white neighbors, were greatly
reduced by the war. There is no way of verifying or disproving Lucy
Thomas's claim of poisonings in the slave quarters, a neat inversion
of the nagging suspicion of antebellum planters that slaves frequently
plotted to poison the inhabitants of the big house. The days of luxury
and expansive wealth made possible by slave labor, however, were at
an end. The woman who appears in the 1860 census as a planter worth
$33,000 in real estate and $82,000 in personal estate, reported herself
ten years later as "keeping house" with assets of $6,000 in real property
and $695 in personal property. Living with her were Fannie, 22, and
Spire Jr., 20, and two grandchildren, Louella and Samuel McFarland,
the children of her daughter Anna, who had died during the war. Also
in the household were two young men who gave their birthplaces as
Indian Territory and their occupations as "working on the farm. mz
The end of the old plantation lifestyle and the financial retrenchment that accompanied the end of the Civil War caused the East Texas
Mcintoshes to feel their ties with the Creek Nation more strongly than
ever. In 1866 Hagerty and her niece, Susannah Drew, the daughter
of Delilah Mcintosh Drew, made a trip to Indian Territory. There
they hired some Cherokees to build a log ranch house, where they

stayed for several months before returning to Texas. In 1867 Susannah
took her mother and the family's negro servants back to Indian Territory to live. 53 Two years later William, David, and John Ingram,
residents of Indian Territory whose relationship to Rebecca Hagerty
is unknown, appointed her their attorney and agent to sell "or make
whatever disposition she should see fit" of their plantation in Harrison
County." Louisa Hawkins Scott, separated from her husband, also
went back to Indian Territory.
Hagerty and her remaining children, Fannie and Spire Jr., went
into a business with a Jefferson merchant named T. B. Goyner that
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apparently was not a great success. Hagerty's papers include promissory
notes totalling more than $3,000 that the group signed and were sued
for in 1876 and 1880:' According to the Marshall News-Messenger,
Spire Je. acquired a reputation for gambling and hard drinking. He
owned a saloon in Jefferson and lived in the Excelsior House Hotel,
where he died of tuberculosis in 1886. Rebecca Hagerty died not long
afterward, while visiting her brother Daniel in Indian Territory, and
was buried in Checotah, in what is now Mcintosh County, Oklahoma."
Of her four children, only Fannie, who married John H. Berry, survived
her, and she too, ultimately returned to Indian Territory. The tribal
census conducted near the turn of the century shows Frances Berry
and her Ihree children, Adesta, Josephine, and Spire Mcintosh, as residents of the Creek Nation."
One facet of Rebecca Hagerty's life, and it is potentially the most
interesting one, cannot be reconstructed. In the absence of diaries,
memoirs, interviews, or oral histories, it is not possible to know Hager-

Iy's feelings about her activities as a planter and businesswoman or
about her mixed racial heritage. Nor is there any available evidence
to suggest how white residents felt about the three rich Indian families
living near one another in Marion County. Hagerty's daughters apparently married white men, and it is worth noting that when Hagerty
herself filed her second guardianship bond for the estate of her younger
children, she did not have to rely on her son-in-law or brothers-in-law
as guarantors; the signatories must have known her well and believed
that they ran no risk in guaranteeing $75,000.
Lucy Thomas's story, wildly inaccurate as it appears to be, suggests, however, that Rebecca Hagerty's Indian ties and history must
have been well-enough known in the area to have permeated even the
slave quarters. Despite the fact that she was a Southern lady who
administered two plantations, shipped her cotton crop to New Orleans,
and lived in style and comfort on the proceeds, the durable stereotype
of the treacherous, murdering Indian still managed to take root. By
all the external evidence, Rebecca Mcintosh Hawkins Hagerty seems
to have been a conspicious success in the white, male-dominated society
in which she lived; by what standards she herself evaluated her life,
we cannot ascertain.
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A WOMAN OF HER TIME:
BIRDIE ROBERTSON JOHNSON'
by A lice J. Cooksey
Over the past two decades, scholarship in women's history has
revealed the decisive influence which women's social, study, and service
organizations have played in the expansion of woman's role from caretaker of home and family to active participant in public affairs. Although women first gathered in church-sponsored reform groups in the
l840s, it was not until after the Civil War and Reconstruction that
many women began to organize and join clubs, first for literary study
and later for progressive reforms. The woman's club movement, as it
has come to be called, grew rapidly in the 1890s with the formation
of the General Federation of Women's Clubs (GFWC) and the involvement of thousands of women nationwide in various types of organizations. Ultimately, the leadership skills that many women developed
from their work on behalf of women's causes in club activities led to
an increasing political awareness. After World War I and the passage
of the Nineteenth Amendment granting woman suffrage in 1920, women
first entered the realm of politics in large numbers in the early 1920s.'
Birdie Robertson Johnson, a longtime resident and community
leader in Tyler, Texas, was truly a woman of her time. Although she,
like many of her contemporaries, remained dedicated to the traditional
women's interests of home, family, and community, she, nonetheless,
ventured far from her Texas home to pursue her political goals. Through
tltree distinct phases in her life, this East Texas woman evolved from
women's club leader to behind-the-scenes political secretary to a national political figure in her own right, serving Texas as its first Democratic
National Committeewoman.
Johnson began her involvement outside the home in church-sponsored organizations and literary societies. She rose to leadership in
those groups, and like so many other women, became influenced by
the rising political consciousness of the national women's clubs early
in the twentieth century. She became actively involved in politics in
order to further the progressive reforms sponsored by the women's
clubs. This movement into political work, at first as a campaign advisor
for her husband and later as a fundraiser and campaigner for Woodrow
Wilson, marks the second stage of her political growth. Finally, Johnson was no longer willing to stand on the political sidelines. AIl of
her previous training in leadership through women's clubs and campaign groups culminated in the third stage of her political growth whcn
she ventured into political activism on her own behalf and gained a
Alice J. Cooksey holds an M.A. in history from The University of Texas at
Arlington
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posll1on on the Democratic National Committee. Johnson's political
career thus clearly demonstrates how lllany Southern women grew from

literary and social club leaders to political activists.
Eliza Sophia Robertson was born November IS, 1868, in Salado,
Texas, to a prominent pioneer Texas family. Like most girls of her
class and time, Johnson rcceived a genteel education and upbringing.'
As a teenager, she attended the Wesleyan Female College in Macon,
Georgia, graduating in 1888 with a degree in Musical Arts. After
graduation, she returned to Texas and soon married Cone Johnson,
the state senator from Tyler, Texas, where the couple settled in 1889.'
As the wife of a successful lawyer-politician and the daughter of
a respected Texas family, Johnson belonged to the upper class. Since
she was highly intelligent, unburdened by the cares of housework and
motherhood, and free from the necessity of holding a job, she looked
outside her home for meaningful activities to fill her spare time. She
first joined the Woman's Home Missionary Society of the Marvin
Methodist Episcopal Church and the Quid Nunc literary club in the
1890•.' Dating to 1886, the Quid Nunc Club was one of the first
organized literary clubs in Texas, and like many of its sister organizations in other cities it held weekly meetings dedicated to literary study
and related service projects, such as building book collections. Club
members adopted a motto, "Keep your eyes on the stars, but don't
forget to light the candles by the way, which reflected their idealistic
yet practical outlook." They also revealed their belief in traditional
values by .embracing Longfellow's phrase, "Home-keeping hearts are
the happiest. m

When the Quid Nunc Club became a charter member of the Texas
Federation of Women's Clubs (TFWC) in 1897, Johnson began an
involvement that would take her all over Texas and into other states,
and bring her in contact with women leaders wherever she visited. By
1905, she had risen to the presidency of the Texas Federation. The
themes of her administration mirrored the interests of the women's club
movement in general. and also demonstrated her values as a dedicated

reformer. She placed the greatest emphasis on education and the cxtensian of the club movement.' Johnson's annual address to the TFWC
convention in 1907 also reflected the new political emphasis in women's
clubs that had begun at the convention of the General Federation of
Women's Clubs in 1906. She praised Congress for passing several laws
of interest to women in Texas concerning education, child welfare, and

pure food regulation. By focusing on those laws that were of particular
interest to women, Birdie Johnson showed that, although her public
activity was becoming more political, her ideas of women's proper
interests remained consistent with traditional values.
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While the TFWC required a large share of Johnson's time, she
also devoted herself to several other women's groups. She had a strong
interest in the study of history and she also took a great deal of pride
in her family heritage. She channeled those interests into groups such
as the Daughters of the Republic of Texas (DRT), the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR), and the Daughters of 1812, organizations
which combined reverence for the past with ideals of historic preservation and patriotism. Birdie Johnson was an early member of the DRT,
serving on its State Executive Board for many years.' She also delivered
a "memorial address" in 1900 before the Texas House of Representatives during the DRT convention in Austin. This experience in public
speaking would prove very valuable when she again went before the
lawmakers on behalf of the United Daughters of the Confederacy
(UDC) a year later."
The UDC, in fact, may have been even closer to Johnson's heart
than the DRT. As she had worked to honor the heritage of the Texas
Republic, she also strove to honor the memory of the Confederacy
through her work for the UDe. Johnson began her involvement in
the Texas Division of the UDC as president of the Mollie Moore Davis
Chapter in Tyler in 1898." The next year, she attended the annual
convention of the Texas Division in Austin where she was elected to
the office of corresponding secretary. By 1900, Johnson had risen to
the office of first vice-president of the state organization. She did not
remain long in that position, however, because she soon succeeded to
the presidency upon the death of the elected president, Benedette Tobin,
on April 4, 1901."
Johnson's eight-month term as president of the UDC-Texas Division was one of building and accomplishment. The UDC organized
thirty-four new chapters in Texas in 1901 and inaugurated a campaign
to secure money for a monument to General Albert Sidney Johnston
from the Texas legislature." Because previous direct appeals had not
been successful, Johnson decided to enlist the public in lobbying tactics.
As the official history of the UDC notes, "She aroused the public
sentiment by means of letters, petitions, memorials, circulars, and appeals to the State press, and enlisted many prominent, influential
citizens" to help her bring pressure on the Texas lawmakers. When
the legislature convened for a special session in 1901, Birdie Johnson

personally took the UDC appeal before the lawmakers. These efforts
proved successful as the legislators voted to grant the UDC an appropriation of ten thousand dollars toward the Albert Sidney Johnston
Memorial.
Despite numerous appeals that she remain active in the
state hierarchy when her presidential term expired in 1902, Johnson
decided to limit her future UDC activities to Tyler, where she served
as chapter president for fourteen years. 15
H
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One reason, perhaps, that Johnson put her UDC-Texas Division
work behind her was that, beginning in 1902, she undertook a more
direct role in public affairs. Her experience with the Texas school
system while president of the TFWC apparently prompted Texas Governor Joseph D. Sayers to appoint her to the Board of Regents for the
newly created Girls' Industrial College in Denton. Her work on that
Board, the first college board in Texas to include women, involved
hiring faculty and establishing curriculum guidelines for the new
school." At the same time, she began serving on the Executive Board
of the Conference for Education in Texas, an organization formed by
persons interested in educational reform in Texas schools. One of the
functions of the Conference consisted of pnblishing and distributing
bulletins to the general public dealing with educational reform, hardly
a minor undertaking. In 1908, for example, the group sent out over
250,000 bulletins. In recognition of their efforts, the Conference
received the endorsements of the Texas State Teachers Association,
the Texas Farmers Congress, and the TFWC."
Within a few years, Johnson's arena again shifted. Although she
retained membership in several women's organizations and continued
to serve in areas of public education, she began devoting much of her
attention to politics." The major impetus for this change came in 1908
when her husband re-entered Texas politics after a hiatus of sixteen
years. That year, Cone Johnson became the chief rival of the controversial United States Senator from Texas, Joseph W. Bailey. The
senator, who was seeking to lead the state's slate of delegates to the
Democratic National Convention that year, had been involved in a
questionable financial transaction with a Waters-Pierce Oil Company
executive and did not have enough support to guarantee himself the
leadership of his own delegate slate. As a result, the state Democratic
committee had called a special primary election between Bailey and
Johnson for the principal delegate spot.'"
In the bitter statewide campaign which ensued, Birdie Johnson
played an active role, applying the skills learned through her years of
club leadership to her husbandls political advantage. In one unusual

incident, Birdie effectively and publicly aided her husband in countering
an accusation raised against him by the Bailey faction. Referring to a
political contest in 1892 between Governor James Stephen Hogg and
his Democratic challenger, George Clark, Bailey caused a stir by charging that Johnson had proven disloyal by working against Hogg. After
searching through scrapbooks, however, Birdie Johnson produced news-

paper articles substantiating her husband's support of the incumbent
governor. During the next few days, Johnson acknowledged her help in
his speeches, and the story appeared in many Texas newspapers. The
incident caught the imagination of many anti-Bailey partisans, brought
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an influx of support for Cone Johnson's campaign, and made Birdie
an overnight celebrity in Texas political circles."
After all the favorable publicity, Birdie Johnson assumed a more
visible role in aiding her husband's campaign. She received letters from
people advising her of his strength in their regions and asking her
help in scheduling him for future engagements. She also began to advise
him on how best to pursue his campaign. Several days after the scrapbook incident, for example, Birdie became aware of new charges that
Bailey was planning to bring against Johnson, and she wired him to wait
for a letter from her before answering any allegations." Later the same
day, she wrote that Bailey supporters were planning to charge Johnson
with sexual improprieties and excessive familiarity with black voters.

With such tactics, she believed, they hoped to make him angry and
thus divert him from the real issues of the campaign. In her letter,
Birdie advised, "Now don't pay any attention to it and don't take up
your time too much while speaking to explain these things for that is
what they want." She also reminded Johnson to keep his campaign centered upon Christian values. "Remember that you are standing up for
God," she admonished, "and do his work like the lowly Nazarene,
Christ Jesus did." She continued the letter in the same manner, combining good political advice-"Tell the people that the question is not
what you have done but what Bailey has done."-with strong moral
encouragement that emphasized the role of religion in his campaign.
Thus she exhorted her husband, " 'Do noble deeds!' talk noble things
in the love and fear of God, and he will make his light to shine on you,
and work confusion to those that assail you. H22

While Johnson was on the speaking circuit, Birdie continued to play
an important role, handling correspondence and scheduling appearances. In addition, she kept her husband informed and boosted his
morale with words of assurance. Her advice often emphasized moral
issues; in one letter she applauded what others had termed his "preaching." "I want you to be known in Texas [and] loved as the preacher
statesman," she encouraged him, and suggested that he open or close
some of his speeches "by invoking God's blessing on the people of
Texas.",a While Birdie's emphasis on religion was consistent with
traditional beliefs about women's proper sphere of influence, her advice
went further than mere encouragement. Her direction was so important

and so widely noticed that one Dallas newspaper printed her picture
on its second page under the headline, "Mrs. Cone Johnson Who
Materially Aids Husband in His Campaign.""
On the eve of the May election, Cone and Birdie returned to Tyler
where he delivered his final campaign speech. Ten thousand people
turned out simply to see their arrival. Two bands playing

HDixie~'

greeted the Johosans, while they entered in a carriage decorated with
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American and Confederate flag motifs. Cone and Birdie rode around
the town square to acknowledge the cheers of the crowd. Birdie, the
newspapers reported, "was radiant with pride and happiness." and she
"waved a flag in acknowledgment of the applause." "The greeting

given her ... was no less hearty than that accorded her husband.""
After the emotional ending of the campaign, the results of the
primary election must have come as a deep disappointment to both
Cone and Birdie. He carried thirty-eight counties, but it was not
enough. The Bailey slate won the election hy over seventeen thousand
votes. 26
During the next four years, Johnson maintained an active role in

Texas politics and Birdie continued her civic involvement. By 1912,
however, her interest in politics reached new levels." In that year, the
Johnson's attended the Democratic National Convention in Baltimore,
where they both developed a strong interest and commitment to Woodrow \Vilson's presidential campaign." Following the national convention, Birdie was no longer content to stay on the political sidelines.
Combining her leadership and organizational skins with her zeal for
progressive values, she went to work for the Woman's National Wilson
and Marshall Organization. She accepted the presidency of its Texas
branch, and within two months of the convention was in New York
working as vice-president of the national organization."

From her office on Fifth Avenue, Johnson sent out appeals to
women across the country for personal and financial support. Some
of her mailings were practical. In letters to Texas women, she laid the
groundwork for a state celebration of Wilson and Marshall Day on
November 2, 1912, giving advice on organizing celebrations and
demonstrations. '" In other mailings, she stressed the endorsement that
Woodrow Wilson had given issues in which women had the greatest
interest-home, children, and social conditions. She promised that the
Democratic Party would be free of special interests and would listen
to those concerned about working women and child welfare. Rather
than urging her correspondents to militancy, however, she played upon

the traditional ideas of women's sphere by asking that they "exert that
influence which woman possesses" for the election of Wilson to the
presidency. ~
J

When Cone Johnson earned an appointment to the State Department in 1914 for his support of Wilson, the Johnsons moved to the
nation's capital. The three years which they then spent in Washington
were a break in the continuum of their lives. For a brief period, family
concerns, social obligations, and travel dominated Birdie Johnson's life,
and she was involved in only a limited amount of political activity.'"

When the couple returned to Tyler, however, Johnson picked up where
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she had left off. Not only did she resume the work she had done before,
but when America entered World War I in 1917, she joined thousands
of other women from all levels of society in working to support the
country's participation. Johnson served on the executive board of the
Tyler chapter of the American Red Cross, turning her talents to raising
money for the war effort. She also directed the Woman's War Saving
Committee in Smith County and campaigned extensively for the Liberty
Loan Committee. SI

As one might expect, Johnson did not retreat to private life when
the war ended in 1918. She again took the role of community activist
for women's interests and continued to he a dominating influence in
such traditionally feminine organizations as church-sponsored programs
and the Quid Nunc Club." In 1919, she became involved in an effort
to establish a chapter of the Young Women's Christian Association
(YWCA) in Tyler in order to help young women who were moving
into the city in search of employment. According to the Tyler newspaper, she did "everything in her power to start and maintain" the local
organization, "bending every energy and effort" to gain public support. "
Johnson did not rest on her laurels after her YWCA victory. Her
next campaign involved voter education for the new women voters in
1920. When the Smith County Equal SUffrage League, which she had
headed before leaving for Washington, evolved into the local League
of Women Voters (LWV), Johnson set to work with a fervor to educate
women in their newfound rights. She worked within the LWV, and
also moved into the Democratic Party structure to accomplish her goals
of advancing women's interests in the governmental forum. 36
The League of Women Voters became the spear point of Johnson's
political drive. In all probability, as the wife of a prominent Texas
politician and as an experienced national campaigner, she found it easier
to enter the Texas Democratic Party than a complete novice would
have. In fact, she used her skills learned from her previous social and
political campaigning plus her position in the LWV to work within the
party system against her old political foe, Joseph Bailey.
Where Birdie had worked behind the scenes to aid Johnson
in his campaign against Bailey in 1908, she now actively entered a
political contest in order to defeat him. In 1920, Bailey had entered

the gubernatorial race in Texas against three other candidates. The
results of the primary election forced a runoff between him and his
principal opponent, Pat Neff. Where Bailey represented the conservative faction of the party because of his opposition to woman suffrage
and prohibition, Neff represented the progressives, favoring both woman
suffrage and prohibition. The choice was clear for the members of the
Texas LWV. If Bailey won, they feared women would lose their vote
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in the primaries and face the same kind of disenfranchisement suffered
by the blacks in Texas."' Consequently, several of the League members
formed a "State Women for Neff" campaign organization with Birdie
Robertson Johnson and Nonie Boren Mahoney as directors. This group
tried to organize all Texas women to work against Joseph Bailey's election, spending over one thousand dollars in their efforts to defeat him.
In so doing, however, the LWV greatly damaged its reputation as a
non-partisan, educational organization.

3
'

Besides heading the "State Women for Neff," Johnson tried to
personally influence public opinion against Bailey. She produced a
broadside aimed at the women in her county in order to organize them
to stand up for their voting rights. Her main purpose seems to have
been to make women aware that they were in danger of losing the vote
if Bailey were elected. She reminded women that the law required them
to register with the county tax collector before they could become
eligible to vote, and she appealed to them to carry out the necessary
requirements and then to exercise their right. Johnson warned that
certain laws of great interest to women that had been passed by the
Texas legislature were then in danger of being rescinded. Although
she did not mention Bailey by name, the reference to him was quite
clear. "If the political influences which dominated Texas for many
years are fe-enthroned in Austin, II she warned, "we may expect these

laws to be repealed or destroyed and the good women of Texas return
to parading, petitioning, and buttonholing the men for laws for the
protection of the homes and youths of Texas. ""
At the same time that Johnson campaigned against Bailey, she
also made a place for herself within the Texas Democratic Party. In
May 1920, she won election as a delegate from East Texas to the
Democratic National Convention in San Francisco. Cone Jahoson also
won election as a delegate-at-large, and was named the official spokesman for the Texas Democratic Party at the convention. "Thus the Johnson household had the distinction of having the master and mistress delegates to a national convention for the nomination of candidates for
President and Vice-President of the United States," the Tyler newspaper

reported. Local pride in the Johnsons was also evident in the article:
"This never happened before in Texas. This never happened before
in any American state. "u

At the convention in July, Birdie Johnson received a tremendous
honor. The caucus of the Texas delegation unanimously elected her to
be the state's first national committeewoman.
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As further indication

of her importance in the Democratic Party, she was appointed a member of the group that traveled to Dayton, Ohio, to formally notify the
Democratic presidential candidate, James Cox, of his nomination.
During the general election campaign that autumn, she led a women's
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division created by the Texas Democratic Party and also actively
worked for the national Democratic ticket in her capacity as national
committeewoman. '2

During the early 1920s, Birdie Johnson continued to be active
within the Texas League of Women Voters." She was particularly concerned with one of the League's major goals, that of improving the
quality of citizenship. In 1923, she prepared a lengthy paper on the
subject in which she eloquently outlined many of her social and political
philosophies.
Johnson began her tract on citizenship by defining it as a quality
of humanity rather than of sex alone. The proper expression of a
woman's citizenship, she wrote, should be in working to improve the
community. The woman citizen should be loyal to the government and
inform herself of its workings and policies. Although these ideas applied
to everyone, male or female, women did have particular responsibilities.
She should strive, as Johnson herself had, to develop more beneficial
conditions for the home and family. In order to do so, she must exercise
her right of suffrage in the most responsible manner. Johnson then
called for organized women to carry the full load of citizenship. If they
would, she predicted, women would come together into a united force
for the purpose of securing a permanent world peace. She closed her
treatise by expressing hope that America would turn back to its true
democratic values and seek God's wisdom to guide the country to a
better, more noble existence."
Shortly after the appearance of her work on citizenship, Johnson
withdrew from politics. She began to suffer from long periods of illness
and was hospitalized several times. When she was able, she worked
on a book about her family heritage. Her life that had been spent in
working on behalf of others came to an end on November 15, 1926,
her fifty-eighth birthday." The Dallas Morning News, which carried
the news of her death on its front page, gave her an excellent testimonial,
llTexas has never known a finer type of Southern womanhood," its

editor Cullen F. Thomas wrote; she would be remembered as a "native
daughter, beautiful, gracious, and long identified with the social, civic,
and political life of the State. "..
Clearly, Birdie Robertson Johnson was one of the Progressive
Era's '"New Women," as historian Ann Firar Scott and others have

described them.
Like thousands of other committed, caring, publicly active women
during that period, she saw the problems in her environment and worked
to solve them through women's clubs and political activism. Although
the uNew Women" of this period, like Johnson, centered their concerns

within the realm of home and family, their influence on the country
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cannot be underestimated. By focusing their efforts on improving conditions for their own families, women effeclively served to stimulate
progress for the entire nation." As Birdie Robertson Johnson wrote
during her term as president of the Texas Federation of Women's Clubs,
"There remains now no doubt that the club movement has been a tremendous force for good in all directions in which it has labored.''''
NOTFS
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1924, in the Robertson Colony Papers, Miss Ella Fulmore Harllee Collection,
Special Collections, Library, The University of Texas at Arlington (hereinafter
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KARLE WILSON BAKER AND THE
EAST TEXAS EXPERIENCE
by Pamela Lynn Palmer
A stranger arriving in a town may sometimes see more than its

natives who have looked too long upon their streets with jaded and
accustomed eyes. Karle Wilson Baker, coming to Nacogdoches, Texas,
in her mid-twenties, embraced her new home with excitement and

curiosity. Immersing herself in local history, current events, flora and
fauna, she undertook the task of capturing the little town, and surrounding region, on paper.'
One of the most versatile of Texas writers, Karle Wilson Baker
published three collections of poetry, a volume of essays on birds, a
collection of prose tales, novels on the East Texas oil boom and the
Texas Revolution, two school readers, and a children's fantasy. She
placed numerous short stories in major popular magazines and wrote
articles on homemaking, travel, literature, and history for children and
adults. She also published philosophical essays in scholarly journals
and even photographs. A prototype of the modern Supermom attempting to juggle homelife and a career, she balanced her literary pursuits,
including frequent lectures throughout the United States, with raising
two children, teaching English at Stephen F. Austin State University,
gardening, and bird observations expert enough to warrant the attention
of a professional ornithologist.'
The collection of Karic Wilson Baker Papers, ca. 1800-1963, in
Special Collections, Ralph W. Steen Library, Stephen F. Austin State
University, consists of 52 archival boxes and three bundles. The papers
comprise diaries, scrapbooks, manuscripts, and working note:., published

works, newspaper clippings, reviews, photographs, biographical materials, and historical research materials including a few original docu-

ments. Correspondence, mostly relating to Baker's literary career,
includes letters from editors, publishers, writers, scholars, students,
teachers, fans, friends, and family. The papers provide a rich storehouse for tracing the career of the first woman writer of distinction

from East Texas.
Karl' Wilson was born in Little Rock, Arkansas, on October 13,
1878, the daughter of Kate Florence Montgomery Wilson and William
Thomas Murphey Wilson. She decided to become a writer at the age
of eight and wrote her first poem, "Spring," which was sympathetically
received by her elders. Among her girlhood activities with two older
half sisters and a younger brother,' she acted in original plays, helped
Pamela Lynn Palmer works in Special Collections aJ the Ralph W. Steen Library,
Stephen F. Austin Stale University.
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compile a weekly handwritten magazine, went riding, swimming, and
cycling, and played tennis and violin. She attended pnblic schools,
Littlc Rock Academy, and Ouachita Baptist College at Arkadelphia.
When she was nineteen, she enrolled at the University of Chicago for
a year and two or three summers, where she studied under poet William
Vaughn Moody and novelist Robert Herrick. For two years during the
long terms, shc taught at a girl's school in Bristol, Virginia.'
In 1897 W. T. Wilson's wholesale grocery business in Little Rock
failed and, after exploring business opportunities in England and San
Antonio, he decided to start a grain and feed company in Nacogdoches
and settled the family there.' Karle Wilson first came to Nacogdoches
in 1901, returned to Little Rock to teach high school for two years,
then came back to Nacogdoches, where she helped care for her mother,
who was in poor health. Engaged in free-lance writing, she was pleased
to be able to support herself with her earnings shortly before her marriage to Thomas Ellis Baker, a Nacogdoches banker, in 1907. Their
son, Thomas Wilson, was born in 1908 and their daughter, Charlotte,
in 1910.'
According to her elaborate manuscript record, Baker's professional
literary career began in 1903 with the acceptance of her poem, "The
Poet," by Harper's Monthly Magazine, for which she received $15.00.
Harper's accepted another poem that year, one in 1904, and a fourth
in 1905. She placed eight other works in 1905, including a humorous
essay in Atlantic Monthly, "On Writing for the Best Magazines," in
which she stated:
I always write for the best magazines. I don't, very extensively,
publish in them; but that's because I mostly don't publish at all.
And that, not to linger over a disagreeable subject, is my misfortune, and nobody's fault.'
Modesty to the contrary, that year she placed her first short story,
"The Rubber-Tired Boy," in Century, along with poems in Scribner's,
Munsey's, Cosmopolitan, and Lippincott's. There is no record of her
submissions prior to these successes. One wonders whether she was
cxtraordinarily lucky or sensible enough to wait for maturity (age 25)
before rushing into print. She did retain her rejection slips, most of
which were of the flattering kind.'
The next year was even better. Twenty-two works including
poems, short stories, and essays were taken by some of the same magazines already mentioned as well as Chicago Daily News, Appleton's,
Everybody's, Metropolitan, Red Book, Home, and The Delineator,"

In 1907 Baker had seven acceptances before her marriage, including $300 for "The Accidental Saint," published in the December 21,
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1907, Collier's. Then "P. M.-Post Matrimonium," as the record is
marked, she sold two more prose works: "An Averted Catastrophe"
to Smart Set and "An Artistic Temperament," to Broadway. The number of publications dropped during her first few years of marriage when
her children were infants, then Baker returned to writing with renewed
energy in 1913 and 1914, completing 55 publications in those two
years. She was primarily publishing poems and short articles on homemaking topics, but she also placed a few short stories and longer
articles. Often she used pen names, most frequently publishing as Charlotte Wilson. Other pseudonyms included Teresa Cornelius, Carl Kulberg, T. C. Cornelius, K. W. Baker (with or without "Mrs."), C. W.,
Olive Tyrone, Josephine McCoy, and Mary Ryan. During this period
she added Holland's, McCall's, Yale Review, and many other periodicals of lesser reknown to her conquests."
The manuscript record contains a "List No." for each work, apparently assigned in the order each piece was written. The "List No."
ends with 369 in 1920, by which time she had 152 acceptances. The
record ends with acceptance number 178 in 1922. Extrapolating a total
production of about 400 manuscripts by then, she would have had a
success rate of forty-five percent. This statistical interpretation of
Baker's manuscript record would have probably exasperated her as one
who "wept over long division, and never really learned multiplication
tables until [she] undertook to see that [her] children learned them.""

In 1914 Baker began submitting poems and essays to Yale Review.
A sort of tutorial relationship sprang up between her and its editor,
Wilbur L. Cross, who took many of her works but made specific comments on those he did not want, even giving her advice on individual
lines, while always encouraging her to try again. About April 1918,
Baker wrote to him about the possibility of Yale Press's publishing a
collection of her poems. In 1913 she had sent a manuscript to Sherman, Trench & Co., but withdrew it on the advice of Robert Herrick,"
when she was asked to subsidize the cost of publication. More recently
a writer friend in New York, Olive Tilford Dargan, had taken a manuscript for her to Scribner's and Century, but found the trade publishers
hesitant to publish poetry during the uncertain years of World War I."
Cross sent Baker's letter on to Yale University Press and on July 15,
1918, they accepted Blue Smoke with the idea of bringing the book
out in the fall to hit the Christmas gift market. With her permission,
they cut the manuscript to about 115 pages to reduce printing costs
and market price. Production was delayed, however, by government
restrictions on paper, and the book did not appear until the following
August. u
Blue Smoke received favorable reviews from Nation, Dial, Boston

Transcript, and the Times [London] Literary Supplement as well as
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from many other periodicals. In The Texas Review, Albert Edmond
Trombly wrote:
In treating of Mrs. Baker's work, I am considering her, not as a
woman, not as a poetess, not as a "female writer," hut as a poet.

I make no concessions to her sex; she does not need them. Yet
no one can read this book without feeling that it is the work of a
woman-so large is the woman's heart that beats through it."
Trombly was mistaken. Despite what to some seemed an obvious
femininity in her work, Baker was still, because of her first name, the
victim of mistaken gender, as evidenced in reviews of her work and fan

letters throughout her life."
What was it like to be the first writer of Nacogdoches, and indeed,
among the first in Texas or the Southwest, to achieve such acclaim?
In an essay entitled "On a Certain Condescension of Natives," pub-

lished in the October 1920 issue of Scribner's, she wrote:
Back at the turn of the century I came to the little town
where I am now living, to stay, perhaps, for eighteen months or
so--and I have stayed as many years. I have married one of its
"native sons"; I have fallen in with most of the local customs; my
youngsters know no other home, no other milieu; up to a certain

point, all my fellow townsmcn are neighbors and friends. Yet I
came a "stranger" and, in a certain sense, I am a stranger still.

After I had lived in our town several years I conceived the
bold project of starting a public library. With two or three enthusiastic, and half a dozen acquiescent, friends, I worked at my

dream early and late ... From the first response had been lukewarm. The general attitude of the people asked to contribute suggested the reply of the shop-girl who was asked if a book would
be an acceptable Christmas present for a mutual friend-"Oh,
no, he already has a book." Nearly everybody in town already
had one, it seemed. But this normal human inertia, I reasoned,
could be overcome. It was a long time before I discovered, and
a still longer time before I would acknowledge
there was somc
obscure but obstinate, almost sulky opposition
I was a stranger
-an officious stranger! And bent on achieving personal glory.
My excited conviction that it needed a library was a reflection on

a town that had lived ... for a hundred and fifty years without
one. Was it not one of the oldest towns in the United States? Was
it not wealthy, and "cultured," and wrapped in its traditions as

in a gannent? Was it not famous for its fine old trees and its
salubrious climate? Didn't I like it? Well, then!"
And yet, optintistic in temperament, Baker made the best of her
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situation in the self-proclaimed "Oldest Town in Texas" deep in the
heart of the piney woods. She found her symbols in the trees, birds,
flowers, and ever-changing weather of her locale and transformed them
into some of the finest regional lyrics ever produced. She did for East
Texas what Robert Frost was doing for New England during the same
period. She corresponded with him and other major poets of her day,
including Amy Lowell, Sara Teasdale, Carl Sandburg, John Gould
Fletcher, Harriet Monroe, and Vachel Lindsay. Though geographically
isolated, her contacts with other writers kept her from literary
isolation." In addressing the matter of a talented poet living in a small
town, Lindsay, shunning his own regional literary center, Chicago, for
Springfield, Illinois, wrote:
I have watched your march through the poetry columns of the
reviews with the most personal interest, remembering how well
and favorably you were remembered in Austin, Tx, where I passed
through a little after you.... The world is before you. Do not
move. The name of your town is worth ten thousand trumpetsspread it on the map. 00
Always sensitive to her environment, Baker yielded instinctively
to the other forces shaping her writing-her roles as wife and mother.
Not only did she make use of homemaking topics for her articles, family
and children became central themes in her short stories, as in "Bread
and Hyacinths," a moving Christmas story about a struggling young
doctor's family." Relationships between men and women are emphasized in "The Oracle's Window Seaf and "A Point of Honor".'3
Reading to her children aroused Baker's interest in writing for
children, the major result becoming The Garden of the Plynck, a fantasy
published by Yale University Press in 1920. In a letter accompanying
the manuscript, Baker addressed the problem of creating a heroine for
her story who would not be perceived as an imitation of Lewis Carroll's
Alice. Their worlds were different-Carroll's creation was that of a
logician and mathematician while Baker's was a poet's. Alice was a
man's little girl while Sara was a woman's. In defense of her "big
words" against those who thought "a children's book must contain only
words of one syllable and ideas to correspond, Baker countered, "I
think a child, whose taste is not corrupted, likes books to grow up /0.
He enjoys the mind-stretching process of which he is vaguely aware,
even while it tantalizes him.ll2~
When Yale University Press asked for a list of bookstores and
periodicals to send review copies and publicity materials to, Baker
responded:
l2Z

I've had a strong feeling for some time that a lot of my booksor any other Texas author's books-could be sold in Texas if it
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were made known that the author was a resident of the Biggest
State in the Union. Local pride and a sort of vague but powerful
aspiringness are more abundant among us-as yet-than aesthetic
discrimination.... I feel sure there are hundreds of libraries in
Texas that would add my books if they realized it to be a patriotic
duty!!"
Meanwhile, sales and critical response to Blue Smoke were favorable enough to encourage Yale University Press to venture a second
collection of Baker's poems. In an introductory statement appearing
in her manuscript of Burning Bush, Baker defended her frequent use
of trees as images in her poetry:
Not very long ago, I read a review, by a young and very
blase poet of another poet's new book. After praising it very
generously, he arrived at this climax: "One of the best things
about his volume is that it does not contain a single poem about
a tree, and has nothing else wooden in it.
Now, my books contain more poems about trees, I think,
than about any other one subject. Doubtless the young reviewer
would be very sorry for me; but I, too, am very sorry for him.
I am very sorry for any poet who thinks that trees are made of
wood; and, from his words, that seems to be his notion. A lumberman's trees are made of wood; but a poet's? Never! To tell you
what things that seem wooden are really made of is a poet's essential business; and a poet might well spend his life and write a shelfful of books in an effort to discover, and to make visible to other
people, the real, inner substance of a tree.
lO

The statement does not appear in the printed volume, nor is there any
indication Baker submitted it to Yale. The title for the collection came
from a poem published in The Nation in 1921 and was chosen to suggest a relationship to, and progress beyond, Blue Smoke." Burning
Bush was not as well received by reviewers as the first collection had
been. Some complained the poems were uneven in quality and out of
fashion with a preponderance of free verse at a time when other poets
were reverting to traditional and oriental forms. Among reviewers, one
found the rhythms monotonous, another "jagged," and a third "good
cadenced verse. "" Literary scholar and poet Marguerite Ogden Bigelow Wilkerson of New York consoled Baker:
Most of the reviewing done here now is done by people with axes
to grind or by young people with mental indigestion and spiritual
colic. It won't hold permanently, for always there are the people
who have had spiritual experience, who do love and long for the
thing you have to give. If you can just get published, you can
safely leave the rest to time,'"
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Meanwhile, production was already underway at Yale University
Press for Baker's volume of prose tales, Old Coins. The book originally
had been accepted there in 1919, after first being offered to the
publishers of Dial and Touchstone magazines." Publication was delayed, however, by the World War I government restrictions on paper
and by the printing of The Garden ot the Plynck and Burning Bush,
both morc marketable items. Baker withdrew the manuscript, intending
to revise it in 1921, and almost despaired of ever getting it published.
Then came a change in editors at Yale, and the new one welcomed the
opportunity of reviewing the manuscript, which Baker reminded him
was already under contract. The book finally saw print in 1923,"
which was also the year Stephen F. Austin State Teachers College
opened its doors.
The coming of the college was to have a direct impact on Baker's
life. Her aid was soon enlisted in the composition of a school song.
She wrote the lyrics and music instructor Ida Pritchett the music for
"The Pine Tree Hymn," completed in 1924. The song remained the
only official school song until 1940 when Fred Waring wrote the fight
song, "Make Way for SFA." Waring's song, which eventually superseded "The Pine Tree Hymn," was simpler and perhaps more relevant.
But the music must have had some merit. In 1939 Ernest Hoffman,
conductor of the Houston Symphony Orchestra, presented an orchestral
arrangement of the melody in a concert at the college. The lyrics drew
inspiration from the now intermittent grove of pines towering over the
campus buildings.
How tall the pines are standing,
How tall they brush the sky!
How deep beneath the grasses
Their rooted anchors lie!
So may we in our springtime
Lay hold on verity;
So may we seek at morning-break
The truth that maketh free.
How proud the pines are standing,
How proud their plumed heads!
How unashamed and lordly
Each crest of power spreads!
So may we in their shadows
In linked freedom stand,
Each soul alone to seek its own,
Each comrade-hand in hand.
How still the pines are standing,
How sure they are, and still!
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How each in steadfast gladness
Works out a hidden will!
So may our loves and labors,
In wise allegiance free,
Turn loss and gain and sun and rain
To beauty, like a tree."
In the summer of 1924," Baker was invited to teach a course in
contemporary poetry at the college. She continued teaching in the
English Department until 1934, at which time she left to devote more
time to writing. As a college professor, she put much of herself into
her teaching and was highly regarded by her students. The Dramatic
Club was named for her, and one of her students writing in The Pine
Log in 1928 described her:
She brings with her into the room a calm and a repose, yet at the
same time an expectant atmosphere couductive [sic] to the enjoyment of poetry. And because she is the creator of enduring poetry
herself, she is able to so present a poetry course that the most
prosaic student will get everything possible out of it."
Although her teaching duties absorbed a great deal of her time,
Baker still managed to produce several books during those years. In
1923 John E. Rosser of World Book Company approached her with
the idea of her writing a children's reader using Texas material." Baker
made a thorough study of the format and created the Texas Flag
Primer, which was adopted by the State Textbook Commission for use
in public schools in 1926-1929:" The book was not re-adopted, and
Baker wrote another reader, revising her techniques to answer objections to the first book. Two Little Texans was published in 1932, also
by World Book. But the highly-competitive political scramble for textbook adoption was further straitened by the forced retrenchment of
state government expenditures brought about by the Depression so that
few new textbooks were adopted during those years."
In 1929 Baker wrote to poet friend Hilton Ross Greer of Dallas
to find out more about the firm which was to publish Greer's anthology
of Southwestern short stories. She was seeking to publish a group of
her essays on birds. Greer replied that P. L. Turner of Southwest Press

in Dallas was interested in considering the proposal, as well as perhaps
bringing out a collection of her poetry. Turner was building a list of
Texana titles, and Baker hoped to obtain better marketing for her books
from a regional publisher than she had experienced with Yale University
Press. 38

The genesis of The Birds of Tanglewood can be traced to a note
from Theodore Dreiser in 1910 when he was editor of The Delineator:
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In June, 1909, you wrote me about "The Story of Tanglewood": how some of your friends made a home out in the wilderness. I suggested then that I thought that would make a good
story and I expected that you would some day really try your hand
at it. Have you entirely abandoned that idea?"'
Tanglewood was the name given to the Wilson's second residence
in Nacogdoches on Mound Street which was on a large lot surrounded
by native trees and shrubs, making an attractive haven for birds. The
Bakers moved there after Kar]e Baker's father died in ]916.'" Baker
kept diaries including bird observations as early as 1906."' The title
essay in the book was published in the October 1921 issue of Yale
Review, attracting the attention of a writer for the Lexington [Kentucky] Herald, and was excerpted in the Columbus [Ohio] Dispatch."
l1lustrations for the book were done by Baker's daughter Charlotte.
Appearing in 1930, the book was well received by nature lovers and
bird fanciers, including poet and scholar Louis Untcrmeyer:
"''hat a charming book! And what a gracious gesture. As
one (amateur) ornithologist to another, let me tell you how much
I appreciate both.
In 1931 Southwest Press published Baker's collected poems,
Dreamers On Horseback. The volume included reprints of her two
earlier collections as well as two additional groupings, "Dreamers on
Horseback" containing Texas poems, and "Beauty's Hands Are Coo]"
including her most popular poem, "Let Me Grow Lovely:"
Let me grow lovely, growing oldSo many fine thing,; do:
Laces, and ivory, and gold,
And silks need not be new:
And there is healing in old trees,
Old streets a glamour hold:
Why may not I, as well as these,
Grow lovely, growing old?"'
The above poem frequently was anthologized and set to music several

times, including a composition by Richard Hageman, published by Carl
Fischer in 1953.
Dreamer on Horseback was nominated for the
Pulitzer Prize by John E. Rosser, editor at the World Book Company,
and Baker received appreciative letters from scholars Leonidas W.
Payne, Jr., and Derrick N. Lehmer, and from writers Margaret Ben
Houston, Dorothy Scarborough, Witter Bynncr, Margaret Deland, and
a host of others.'"
H

During the years she was teaching at SFASU, Baker attended summer sessions at the University of California at Berkeley, where her son
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and daughter were also enrolled, in 1926 and 1927. She had taken
correspondence work there several years before. She also studied psychology one summer at Columbia University and received an honorary
Doctor of Letters from Southern Methodist University in 1924."
While still at SFASU, Baker completed her first two novels. White
Elephant was never published," and Family Style, though generating
some interest among the trade publishers when she first submitted it in
the early 1930s, failed to find a home until the New London school
disaster of 1937 focused worldwide attention on East Texas. Guessing
her book might have a timely impact, Baker sent query letters to a
number of New York publishers. She received many invitations to
submit the novel and chose Coward-McCann, perhaps because the
editor mentioned having long admired Baker's poetry." The novel was
based on first-hand observation of oil drilling in East Texas and on
interviews with people involved in the industry, many of whom Baker
met through her banker husband and son since they were making bank
loans to finance exploration and production.'" The novel created quite
a stir in Texas and Baker even heard from the king pin of East Texas
oil exploration, C. M. "Dad" Joiner, who requested that he receive
"the first autographed copy" and indicated that he might buy several
more.
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Caught up in the historical fervor generated by the Texas Centennial in 1936, Baker wrote three articles on Nacogdoches history for
Southwest Review which were published from 1935 to 1937." She
was already engaged in' research for her most ambitious work, a novel
on the Texas Revolution revolving around Dr. James Grant, a Scotsman
who dreamed of a republic encompassing Northern Mexico as well as
Texas, and the New Orleans Greys, who were involved in the successful
siege on the fortress at San Antonio de Bexar in December 1835.
Retracing her characters' footsteps, Baker traveled as far as Saltillo
and Mexico City, where the flag of the New Orleans Greys, captured
by the Mexicans in a subsequent battle, was on display in the National
Museum." OriginalJy titled A Letter tram Jamie, the manuscript had
to be extensively revised from 816 to 665 pages to meet the publisher's
requirements." Published in 1942, the book received excellent reviews
nationwide and became a Book-of-the-Month Club selection." As was

,

also the case after the appearance of Family Style, Baker was given a
number of autograph parties and received numerous letters from
women's clubs and literary organizations requesting her for speaking
engagements. 06
Baker's historical research for Star of the Wilderness had aroused
her interest in early Texas history. Her last novel, It Blows tram the
Spanish Country, was based on the Magee-Gutierrez Expedition, an
attempted revolt against Spain in 1812-1813. After years of labor the
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novel was finally submitted to Coward-McCann in 1947, only to be
rejected as having "no sensational love interest" and "not ... exciting
enough for the historical novel fan. ,," Baker was hurt and disappointed
by the rejection. Her daughter, Charlotte, who by then was publishing
novels for adults and juveniles, took over sending the m~nuscript, but
it was never placed.
H

By then nearly seventy, Baker was soon forced by uncertain health
to curtail public appearances. She continued to write poetry and in
1958 she was made an Honorary Vice-President by the Poetry Society
of Texas, an organization she had helped create in 1921. She had
already been made a Life Member in 1942." A Charter Member of
the Texas Institute of Letters, she was named a Fellow in 1952, the
third to receive that honor after J. Frank Dobie and Walter Prescott
Webb."" In a draft of a speech written for the occasion of receiving
the award, Baker traced the history of the Institute:
On an afternoon back in 1936 ... a handful of writing people
and their friends met to organize themselves into a group, which
they decided-with some trepidation-to call the Texas Institute
of Letters. The reason for the trepidation was the feeling that the
name might sound pompous, presumptuous, snobbish. But the
reason for the organization-for founding one more society in a
world where there were already too many-was only the desire
to encourage writers in Texas who wanted to do their very best. ...
our name, the limitation of membership-that was a hard one.
I am sure that some of you, accustomed to the signs and portents
erupting out of Texas everyday, eannot imagine what a lonely and
innocent thing it was to be a "Texas Writer" in 1936. 61
Baker served as President of the Institute from 1938 to 1939. She was
also a founding member of the Philosophical Society of Texas, and
belonged to the Poetry Society of America and Phi Beta Kappa. She
died on November 8, 1960, at the age of 82, after a lingering illness
which kept her hospitalized most of her last year."
With a keen curiosity about her surroundings, Karle Wilson Baker
delved into the history, current events, and natural phenomena of her

adopted home. She probably would have been a regionalist wherever
circumstances had happened to lead her, as evidenced by her travel
articles and writings on Chicago, Colorado Springs, and Alexandria,
Virginia. But East Texas is richer because a woman of her intelligence
and sensitivity was able to articulate something of the beauty of this
still somewhat isolated region.
63

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

57

NOTES

WBeing True to the Ghosts," carbon of draft of letter to Editor, [Daily]
Sentinel, ca. 1906, Karle Wilson Baker Papers, Special Collections, Ralph W.
Steen Library, Stephen F. Austin State University, Box 27, Folder 3. Hereinafter
cited as "KWB" with the box number followed by a slash, then the folder
number.
~Correspondence from Harry C. Oberholser, 1935-1936, KWB 5/1.
~The final "e" was added later, first appearing in her mother's journal on
Dec. 24, 1893. See Journal of Kate Florence Montgomery Wilson, 1890-1897,
excerpted and arranged by Charlotte Baker Montgomery, photocopy of typescript in Special Collections, Steen Library. SF ASU.
4Jonrnal of Kate Wilson; a second brother died in infancy,
GJournal of Kate Wilson; autobiographical notes, ca, 1921 and autobiographical notes, ca. 1942, KWB 44/9; Kathryn Lynch Brown, "SFA Poet-Teacher Finds
Chosen Field in Instruction of Youth," The Pine Log, Feb. 25, 1928, KWB 44/13.
6Journal of Kate Wilson; telephone conversation with Charlotte Baker Montgomery, Jan. 28, 1986.
lAutobiographical notes, ca. 1942, KWH 44/9; information from Charlotte
Baker Montgomery, Feb. 10, 1986.
'April 1906, pp. 571·572, KWB 29/10.
~The manuscript record [1903·1931], KWB 24, is a small untitled notebook
including yearly income from writing, listings by magazines of works published,
as well as a chronological account of acceptances. Genre for each title is rarely
given and must be obtained from publications or guessed by amount of payment.
l°Manuscript record [1903-1931].
llManuscript record; Pseudonyms collected from short prose works in KWB
Boxes 27-30.
12Manuscript record; autobiographical notes, ca. 1942, KWB 44/9.
13Correspondence with Herrick, 1913, KWB 40/9.
"Dargan to KWB, 1917-1918, KWB 40/1.
HCorrespondence with Yale University Press, 1918-1919, KWB 1/9 - 1/10.
16The Texas Review, [1919], p. 158, KWB 1/19.
lTReviews of Blue Smoke, 1919, KWH 1/19.
"Scribner's, pp. 503-504, KWH 29/5.
aCorrcspondence with writers, arranged alphabetically by correspondent,
KWH Boxes 39-40,
'"Lindsay to KWB, Jan. 28, 1920, KWB 40/12.
"Woman's World, Dec. 1916, KWH 27/5.
'2Housekeeper, April 1910, KWB 27/11.
23Century, Dec. 1908, KWB 27/5.
HDraft of letter to Mr. Wyant, n.d., KWB 2/2.
26Draft of letter to Mr. Donaldson, n.d., KWH 2/6.
UBurning Bush manuscript, ca. 1921, KWH 2/10.
27Draft of letter to Mr. Lewis, [Oct. 1921], KWB 2/11.
~~Reviews of Burning Bush in Scrapbook, 1916-1925, KWB 44/10.
HWilkerson to KWB, Jan. 13, 1923, KWB 40/26.
3~Correspondence

from Dial and Touchstone, 1919, KWH 2/18.
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31Correspondence with Yale University Press, 1919~1922, KWH 2/19-2/20.
uMusic and notes on "The Pine Tree Hymn," 1923-1948, KWH 26/7-26/8.
nShe wrote "1925" in her autobiographical notes, ca. 1942 but her name
appears in the 1924 SFA Bulletin.
HBrown, "SFA Poet-Teacher."

"Rosser to KWB, Aug, 30, 1923, KWB 30/10,
38Texas Flag Primer publicity flier, [1926], KWH 3/15.
uCorrespondence of John E. Rosser, 1933-1935, KWB 4/7.
~aCorrespondence with Greer and Turner, 1929, KWH 4/20.
aDreiser to KWH, May 11, 1910, KWH 4/19.
4°Inforrnation from Charlotte Baker Montgomery, Feb. 10, 1986.
4'Diaries, 1906-1934, KWB Box 24.
"Scrapbook, 1916-1925, KWB 44/10,
UUntermeyer to KWH, Feb. 29, 1932, KWH 5! 3.
14Dreamers on Horseback (Dallas, 1931), p. 194. Pennission to reprint granted
by Charlotte Baker Montgomery, Feb. to, 1986.
H"Let Me Grow Lovely," sheet music, 1953, KWB 26/1!.
'~Correspondence re: Dreamers on Horseback, 5/19-5/20, 5/22.
41University of California coursework and correspondence, 1918-1927, KWB
43/5·43/10; autobiographical notes, ca. 1942, KWB 44/9; obituaries, 1960, KWH
45/9,
uCorrespondence re: White Elephant, 1931-1933, KWB 29/19,
uCorrespondence with agents and publishers re: Family Style, 1932-1937,
KWB 8/1-8/11,
~O"Literary Wildcatting: The Background of Family Style," draft of speech,
ca, 1937, KWB 10/2,
uJoiner to KWB, Sept. 14, 1937, KWB 9/7.
U"Nacogdoches-The Gateway of the Pioneers," Southwest Review XXI:2
(Jan. 1936), KWB 29/4; "Nacogdoches-The Indian and Spanish Town," Southwest Review XXI:1 (Oct. 1935), KWB 29/5; "Trailing the New Orleans Greys,"
Southwest Review XXII:3 (Spring 1937), KWB 30/8.
W'S tar of the Wilderness," draft of a speech, ca. 1942, KWB 22/13; information from Charlotte Baker Montgomery, Feb. 10, 1986,
HS tar oj the Wilderness, original manuscript before revisions, [19411J, KWB
Boxes 13-14; correspondence with Coward-McCann, May-July 1941, KWB 21/1!.
HReviews of Star of the Wilderness, 1942, KWH 22/5-22/7; Book-of-theMonth Club News, May 1942, KWB 22/5,
HCorrespondence with bookstores re: Star of the Wilderne.rs, 1942, KWB
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23/10-23/11; correspondence with organizations re: Family Style, 1937-1939,
KWB 9/13-9/16.
uThomas R. Coward to KWB, Sept. 15, 1947, KWB 23/27.
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~9She mentions gall stones in the draft of letter to Dee Woods, ca. 1948;
correspondence with Poetry Society of Texas, 1921-1959, KWB 34/1-34/4.
8°William H. Vann to KWB, Oct. 4, 1952, KWB 34/22.
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~IShort prose works, arranged alphabetically by title, KWB Boxes 27/30.

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

59

EAST TEXAS COLLOQUY
About a year ago the Board of Directors approved an occasional
special topic issue with a guest editor. This is the first such effort and
it concentrates on women in East Texas.
Our Guest Editor, Emily Fourmy Cutrer, holds baccalaureate,
master's, and doctoral degrees from the University of Texas at Austin.
Her dissertation was 'The Art of the Woman: The Life and Work of
Elisabet Ney." Cutrer is an instructor at the University of Texas. Her
publications include Elisabet Ney: Artist, Woman, Texan, published
by the Institute of Texan Cultures, an article on Ney that appeared in
the Texas Almanac 1986-1987, and several reviews. She has presented
papers to a special symposium at Southwest Texas State University, the
Texas State Historical Association, and at Laguna Gloria Art Museum.
She is a native of San Antonio.
We welcome your comments on this special issue, and on the concept of special topic issues. What would you like to see next?
Former Board member James Conrad of East Texas State University has written a forty-three page illustrated history of the ETSU library
entitled A Brief History of the James G. Gee Library, for the dedication
ceremony for a new addition to the library. The history traces the
development of library services from the beginning of East Texas
Normal College in 1889 to the present. Copies may be ordered from
Conrad for $1. Write to him in care of the library, ET Station, Commerce, TX 75428.
We welcome the first issue of the Gulf Coast Historical Review,
which began publication in the Fall of 1985. George H. Daniels serves
as Executive Editor and Michael Thomason is Managing Editor. It is
published in the Fall and Spring by the History Department of the
University of South Alabama, Humanities 344, Mobile, AL 36688.
While Texans have dominated the sesquicentennial business this
year, the state of Arkansas and the city of Shreveport, Louisiana, have
also been celebrating their 150th anniversary. In time for that observance, the Center for Louisiana Studies at the University of Southwestern
Louisiana has published Holice H, Henrici's Shreveport: The Beginnings. It telIs the early history of Shreveport in six chapters, is illustrated, and contains maps. It may be ordered from Center for Louisi-

ana Studies, The University of Southwestern University, Lafayette, LA
70504, for $6.95.
We have received some interesting reprints. Among them are the

Second Edition of Why Stop? A Guide to Texas Historical Roadside
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Markers, by Claude and Betty Dooley and the Texas Historical Commission. It is available from Gulf Publishing Company, Box 2608,
Houston, TX 77001, for $14.95. It is essentially a listing of the data
on historical markers approved by the Commission.

Every history graduate student knows Michael Kraus' The Writing
of American History, published by the University of Oklahoma Press,
1005 Asp Street, Norman, OK 73069. It has been revised and the
name of Davis D. Joyce added as co-author. Joyce prepared the revision. The volume treats the significant writers and writings of American history from the Norse voyages to modern times. The last three
chapters are entirely new.
The Sesquicentennial Committee of Marfa/Presidio County has
republished the Texas Centennial Song Book originally prepared for
the state's 1DOth anniversary of independence in 1936. It is available
from the committee in care of Manuel G. Rubio, Box 654, Marfa, TX
79843, and contains words and music for songs about Texas and the
Wes!.
The Editor got into cookbooks recently, and so the arrival of Mike
Highs' The Broken Arrow Ranch Cookbook, A Harvest of Wild Game
Recipes, published by the University of Texas Press, P. O. Box 7819,
Austin, TX 78713, was a welcomed event. If you like wild game, it
will be useful to you. It contains over 200 recipes and will come in
handy if you go hunting but don't know what to do with the game
you bag.
Also welcome by those who work in oral history will be the Baylor
UniverSity Institute for Oral History: A Guide to the Col/ection, 197085, edited by Rebecca Sharpless Jimenez, Jane Frances Healey, and
Harriet Hull Fadal. It was published by the Baylor University Press,
and is available through the Baylor Book Store, Box 6325, Waco, TX
7670, for $5.25.
Another publication, Froth From Her Portals: The First 100
Years in Belton, University of Mary Hardin-Baylor, by Eleanor James,
has reached our desk. It is available from the University of Mary
Hardin-Baylor Press, Box 431, UMHB Station, Belton, TX 76513.
No price was indicated. The book contains many illustrations.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Puzzles of the Past. An Introduction to Thinking About History. By
Michael T. Isenberg. (Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C,
CoIlege Station, TX 77843), 1985. Index. P. 222. $25.00 Cloth;
$15.00 Paper.
Michael T. Isenberg's Puzzles of the Past is an exceptional study
of history as an intellectual adventure. Written in part out of the
author's frustration in conveying the pleasures of history to college and
university students, the volume stimuiates a reconsideration of traditional approaches to the study of history while providing a coherent
explanation for many of the nuances of the discipline.
Isenberg argues that "the ultimate importance of history ... must
lie in its immediate, personal relationship to the single, questing human
mind" (p. 210). As a result, throughout the work the author consistently considers the importance of the individual in the historical process.
He even concludes the work by advocating the creation of genealogical,
regional, and local studies for their ability ot foster a personal relationship between the subject and the researcher. Among other key aspects
of the study of history examined in detail include the question of historical order, the impact of change, the importance of environmental
and scientific determinism and other forces on the interpretation of
history and on historical events, the role of politics, economics, and
morality, and the meaning of history.
Throughout the text Isenberg weaves the views of prominent historians, as well as accounts of historical events and figures, to support
his argument. By providing such personal examples he effectively
reinforces his interpretation of history as an inquiring discipline that
never ceases to uncover unanswered questions. Puzzles of the Past
indeed reveals the wonders of history and should be highly recommended for anyone remotely interested in their own past in addition to
that of the world around them.
Karen Guenther
University of Connecticut

Dictionary of American Military Biography. Roger J. Spiller, Editor.
Three Volumes. (Greenwood Press, 88 Post Road West, West-

port, CT 06881), 1984. Appendices. Index. P. 1368.
War is a macabre subject at best, but throughout history many
popular heroes have led others into battle. But the editor of this threevolume dictionary wanted more than flowery tales of heroism on thc
battlefieid. To achieve this, he and his associates sought advice from
a number of military historians for the selection of persons to include.
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One of the guidelines was to select subjects relating to all major events
in United States military history from the British leaders of the colonial
wars to the policy makers of the Vietnam era. Men and women were
chosen not by their military rank Or popularity with the American
public but because of their significance to the making of American
history.
Experts in the field of military history wrote the biographies. Each
essay describes the individual's education and career and also interprets
that person's role in the larger picture of the military scene in which
they participated. A bibliography for each subject guides the reader
to the best references available to the general public for further study.
Besides battle leaders, the book includes government officials
whose policies affected wars and military educators who impacted military tactics. A refreshing addition is Texas' own Oveta Culp Hobby
and a discussion of her organization of the Women's Army Corps in
World War II. Also a number of Native Americans are among the
entries. Helpful appendices to the book include a chronology of American military developments as well as explanations of military ranks and
units.
An interesting use of the book is to read the biographies of several
subjects of the same era, such as General William C. Westmoreland,
General Creighton W. Abrams, Jr., and Secretary of Defense Robert S.
McNamara from the Vietnam War. This reading provides more than
just information on each person; it also provides a wider perspective
of the war. In this the editor meets his goal to reflect the present state
of military history in the United States.
Andrew L. Leath
Tyler, Texas

Letters at Roy Bedichek. By William A. Owens and Lyman Grant,
Editors. (University of Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX
78713), 1985. Index. P. 541. $17.50.
Roy Bedichek had one of the finest minds that ever roamed the
Texas range. As the son of frontier school teachers he was thoroughly
grounded in classical literature and philosophy. He is best remembered
for his work in natural history, a subject in which he was largely selftaught.
Bedichek did not publish his first book until he was past seventy,
but for years he had honed his letter writing skills, using them to preserve his finest thoughts, to exchange information, ideas, and opinions,
and to clinch arguments. He shared the view of Samuel Johnson, the
English philosopher-lexicographer, who once said: "In a man's letters,
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you know, madam, his soul lies naked." Bedichek himself preferred
them to autobiography "because in letters you get the man off guard,
no posing for posterity, no assumption of qualities he would like to
have but hasn't, in short no idealization of himself." Of his own correspondence Bedichek asserted: "There I am just as I am." (P. 493).
Those who relish thought-provoking discourse will find this collection utterly addictive. Subjects include nature observations, education,
literature, politics, and history, to name a few. The best teachers are
frequently ones whose acquaintance we make in their books rather than
in their classrooms. Bedichek's status as a great teacher is now affirmed
once more.
The new volume is designed handsomely with a spartan yet graceful simplicity that would have pleased the author.
Al Lowman
Institute of Texan Cultures
Hometown Restaurants 01 Texas. By Mary Frances Beverley. (Gulf
Printing Co., P.O. Box 2608, Houston, TX 77001), 1984. Index.
P. 150. $9.95.

Driving across Texas or a part thereof? Got a hankering for hot
links? Or fried catfish? Or knockwurst? Or genuine home cooking?
Got a thing about the Golden Arches?
Enter Ms. Beverley, in the best tradition of the Sixth U. S. Cavalry.
In this felicitously organized guide she records for the hungry
traveller an even hundred among what she considers the best Texas
restaurants owned and operated locally-and with a track record of
consistently good food over time.
For convenience she has divided the state into seven sections,
each with its own map for easy reference. Each restaurant-whether
located in an old hotel, a home, a cotton gin, a grocery store or even
a restaurant building-is discussed fully: hours, kind of food, accommodations for the handicapped, ambience, and even a bit of history.
Many are pictured.
Almost all the restaurants are located in the smaller towns and
cities. As the author comments in the preface (p. vii), they range "from

family-style seating for country cooking, served in simple surroundings,
as at Allen's in Sweetwater, to gourmet dining amid Victorian elegance
at the Durham House in Waxahachie."
Readers of the Journal will be particularly interested in the East
Texas and Gulf Coast areas, of course. Included for these areas are
restaurants from Jefferson to Corpus' Christi.
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As with me, other East Texas readers will have favorite places to
eat that are not included. But then, as the author explains, these are
not the hundred "best" places. They simply are a hundred she has
selected as representative of the honest-to-goodness cooking available
to traveIlers and tourists alike.
The book is larger than an American Express card (and smaIler
than a breadbox), but, as someone has said, don't leave home without it.
Max S. Lale
MarshaIl, Texas
Every Sun That Rises: Wyatt Moore of Caddo Lake. Edited by Thad
Sitton and James H. Conrad. (University of Texas Press, Box
7819, Austin, TX 78713), 1985. Photographs. Maps. Suggested
Reading List of Caddo Lake. Index. P. 167.

FoIlowing an encounter with Wyatt Moore, the Caddo Lake Oral
History Project of East Texas State University was begun. Known as
an expert resource person about the twenty-three mile, 40,000-acre
Caddo Lake, the second-largest natural lake in the South, Moore, who
was born in 190 I, has spent most of his over eighty years exploring
every nook and cranny of the natural and human history of the lake.
As a result of his experience, he has often been sought by many as a
guide of the lake, including the editors of National Geographic magazine, and James A. Michener.
Since most of the history of the lake remains undocumented and
exists only in an "oral" format, this book is a step in the right direction
in recording Caddo Lake's rich heritage. But the bulk of the book
centers on the man, Wyatt Moore, whose self-interview reviews his
obvious talent for tale-telling. Many of his tales, of course, center on
Caddo Lake. A final chapter provides instructions for building a Caddo
"folk-boat," or the large, blunted flat-bottomed rowing Hbateau," from
wood.
Since Thad Sitton also wrote Oral History: A Guide for Teachers
(and Others), Every Sun That Rises should serve as a good model of
what to do with oral accounts once they have been gathered. Anyone
interested in oral history or in Caddo Lake should enjoy this book.
Daniel F. Rankin, Jr.
Stephen F. Austin State University
Folk Art in Texas. By Francis E. Abernethy. (Southern Methodist University Press, Dallas, TX 75275), 1985. Photographs. Index.
P. 203.

What is "folk art?" Francis Edward Abernethy, the editor of this
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potpourri of people's art forms supplies a definition: .. "the art that
all people are involved in, the decoration and ornamentation that man
puts on himself and on his properties, the unnecessary that he adds to
the useful to make the article more pleasing to the eye."
Man (he or she) goes a long way, and down many devious and
perplexing channels, to pursue his folk artistic goals. This book documents the paths: he decorates his homes and yards; he half buries ten
old Cadillacs in concrete and covers them with graffiti; he paintsIndians on rocks, tattoos on bodies; he pursues the arts of weaving,
crocheting, tatting, iron working, whittling, developing baskets from
pine needles; he dresses up cowboys with fancy spurs, saddles and hats;
and the art of tender care for graves and cemeteries.
It's all here in this sumptuous and well illustrated volume, a publication of the Texas Folklore Society.
William N. Stokes, Ir.
Dallas, Texas
The First Church of Paris. By Francis Arnold Ellis and Skipper Steely.
(First United Methodist Church, Paris, TX 75460), 1985. Illustrations. Notes. Index. P. 404. $20.00.

Local church histories come in all types and qualities. This newly
published history of The First United Methodist Church of Paris is one
of the better ones. It is well illustrated and is unusually detailed in portraying lay involvement in the ministry of the church as well as presenting the role of its pastors. Mr. Steely is author of Part One and Mrs.
Ellis of Part Two, of the account.
The book gives such information regarding the early settlement of
Northeast Texas, where Claiborne Wright brought what is considered
the first family to settle in Texas in 1816 at old Pecan Point in northeast
Red River County. Methodist circuit-rider William Stevenson had
preached there the year before. The two men had known each other
in Tennessee. The movement spread and a church in Paris was established in the early 1840s. That story is traced in detail to the present
day, both the sunshiny days and the cloudy ones.
One especially important feature of the book is that the story of
the church is set in the context of surrounding influences: the Great
Fire of 1916, Secession (George Wright voted against Secession as a
member of the Texas Legislature), and other such events. Mention is
made of the role of Senator A. M. Aikin in the Paris church, and of
Dr. Louis Williams, president for many years of Paris Iunior College.
Joe J. Perkins is mentioned because of his and Mrs. Perkins' influence
on many Paris preachers through Perkins School of Theology at Dallas.
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Mr. Perkins came from Lamar County and likely was influenced in
his early life by preachers on the Paris Circuit.
The authors have provided a fine account of a good church-wellresearched, well-written, and well-presented.
Walter N. Vernon
Dallas. Texas

'.

The Time It Never Rained. By Elmer Kelton. (Texas Christian University Press, Box 30783, Fort Worth, TX 76129),1984. P.377.
$16.95 Cloth; $9.95 Paper.
The Time It Never Rained is a major contribution to Western
American Literature. Texas Christian University deserves wholehearted thanks for reprinting Kelton's work.
This is a story of the drought of the 1950s and how nature's
malevolence scarred the hearts and fortunes in the fictional West Texas
ranching community of Rio Seco-just down the road from the "real"
town of San Angelo. Charlie Flagg, lovable but cantankerous ranchman, has the good-bad habit of listening to his conscience over the
voices of family, friends, and the federales who dictate agricultural and
immigration policies. Like his grandfather before him, Charlie sees no
reason to do things in any way but his own. Aligned with the spirit of
"Old Warrior," the Comanche buried on the hill above the ranch,
Charlie sees his Brushy Top as having been "an ageless land where the
past was still a living thing and old voices still whispered, where the
freshness of the pioneer time had not yet all faded, where a few of the
old dreams were not yet dark with tarnish,"
But the drouth changes more than the landscape. Charlie, moving
toward the sunset side of middle age, is forced into a new world where
cost accounting becomes the measure of an individual's success or
failure. He is forced to see that survival means selling cattle and replacing his sheep with Angora goats. He must give up the help of the
Flores family, whose children he has considered his own. He must
admit that his son, Tom, has priorities other than the ranch his father
is trying to preserve for him. Charlie must deal with a younger generation who steadily challenge accepted traditions of Anglo and Mexican
racism. He must suffer the desertion of neighbors and friends and
finally becomes accountable to his banker, in this case a decent one,
who (as the drouth worsens), assumes greater financial responsibility
for the Flagg ranch. Finally, Charlie must confront his own failing
health in the long wait for the rain that never comes.
Kelton has condensed a great deal of his own ranching background
into the novel. His absolute dedication to bed-rock realism and his
fidelity to historic fact move the presentation into the world of art-
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art as it sounds through Turgenev's A Sportsman's Sketches, Stegner's
Wolf Willow, or Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath. The narrative is
delivered in the flat West Texas vernacular, understated always. The
dialogue, folk myths, superstitions, and mannerisms are as true as the
portraits of the ranchers who lived and perished by the weight or the
clip of their animals. Kelton's style admits no rhetorical devices for
the sake of manipulating his audience. The reader is faced with the
stark textures of the story-the sights, sounds, smells, touches, and
tastes of a seven-year nature-enforced tragedy. Kelton, the fiction
writer, enlarges the tradition of Dobie, Webb, and Bedichek.
As 1 read the book, my own days of helping Otho Bannister with
his sheep in Water Valley and running cattle and sheep down the alleys
at the Angelo Livestock Auction came alive. The claims of Kelton's
friends that Charlie Flagg was modeled on a specific father or grandfather are true. Some years back I sent a copy of the book to a septuagenarian in Loving County who had lived through the terror of those
hard days. I can still hear Arthur Burdick and his wife Leola exclaiming, "That's just the way it was! Just the way ...."
The novel celebrates the best of men, the conscientious caretaker
of the land and its animals. Charlie Flagg learns to change, and he is
able to offer his own tenets of strength to the generation to followespecially the courage to listen to and act on one's own conscience.
1 agree with Tom Pilkington in his "Afterward" to the novel:
"Charlie is one of the most remarkable and memorable characters 1
have encountered in twentieth-century American fiction." This IS a
!Jook that deserves to be preserved, remembered, and taught.
Lee Schultz
Stephen F. Austin State University
Tales of the Western Heartland. An Anthology of Cowboy, Scout,
Army, Indian, Treasure, and Western True Adventure Stories. By
Harry E. Chrisman. (Swallow Press, Ohio University, Scott Quadrangle, Athens, Ohio 45701-2979), 1985. Photographs. P. 178.
$19.95 Cloth; $9.95 Paper.

Chrisman points out in his forcward that due to the magnitude
of the Old West no single account can hope to more than touch on
its events and personalities. These seventeen "tales" have as motif the
passion of the great plains states. They touch on a few famous but
mainly lesser known personalities from the early pathfinder days to the
early twentieth century.
Chrisman long ago established the accuracy of his writings, most
notably in his 1. P. Olive biography. This characteristic is emphasized
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still in his efforts to explain or unravel mysteries-both geographical
and human. Nature is the villain in 'The Devi!'s Cattle Trap," but as
yet no satisfactory explanation has been determined for the geyser-like
Nebraska bogs. The chapter dealing with the murderous Bender family
may provide as plausible an explanation for their demise as we will
ever receive.
The violent-prone personalities do not control the tone of this
book. By presenting a balance of humanity's qualities Chrisman presents a truer picture of our heritage. The chapters devoted to George
Phippen and S. D. Butcher-artists with an oil brush and a camera
respectively-to Ruth Chrisman, a great plains Clara Barton, are as
exciting at the human level as those chronicling the violence of the
Olive cattlemen or the Johnson-Eldridge feud.
Chuck Parsons
South Wayne, Wisconsin
Tracks on the Land: Stories of Immigrants, Outlaws, Artists, and Other
Texans Who Left Their Mark on the Lone Star State. By David
C. De Boe and Kenneth B. Ragsdale. (Texas State Historical
Association, 2/306 Sid Richardson Hall, Austin, TX 78712),
1985. Photographs. Illustrations. P. 285.
Tracks on the Land is edited by David De Boe and Ken Ragsdale,
present and past education directors of the Texas State Historical
Association. Part of that job is overseeing activities of Texas Junior
Historians, and the editing of the Texas Historian. This journal contains writings and research of students from across the state.
The book is a collection of some of the best of these student essays
from over the years. Some of these will be of particular interest to the
student of East Texas history. Here one finds remembrances of Sacred
Harp singings, the pine industry, the New London school disaster, and
the Jewish Community in early Jefferson.
Tracks on the Land will be of interest to the general reader of
the Texas scene. In addition it can be an excellent tool for the teacher
as a supplementary text, for by examining the local community as a
historical research laboratory to test textbook generalizations, the student can find history relevant to his own experience. It is also hoped
that by reading what other young Texans have written students will be
encouraged to research the history of their own communities.
De Boe and Ragsdale are to be saluted for compiling this srudy
of Texas by its young people. It is a filting celebration for our
Sesquicentennial year.
Lincoln King
Gary High School
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A Pride oj Kin. By Callie Coe Wilson and Ellen Walker Rienstra.

(Texas A&M University Press, Box C, College Station, TX
77843), 1985. P. 92. $12.50.
I am going to overcome my bias on this book, A Pride oj Kin,
and do an objective and professional review. The truth of the matter
is that I'm in love with both the authors ("authoresses"!), I am just
about as hooked on their Hooks family as they are, and I am partial
to anything that has to do with the Big Thicket and the East Texas
Piney Woods. Fortunately Callie Coe Wilson and Ellen Walker Rienstra
are both fine writers, technically and stylistically, and they handle their
clan's stories, a very personal subject, with professional objectivity, so

I am easily able to do the same.
Mody Boatright sanctified the family legend as a form of folklore
in his essay of the same title in 1958. The family legend, according to
Boatright, has little to do with when members were born and died or
whom they spawned or what titles they held. Legends are not history;
they are the shadows of history, revealing what a family-an integral
part of a society-thinks about itself, what it believes in, the values
that it holds to be important for survival. And that which promotes
the survival of families, promotes the survival of that family's society
and culture. The Hookses of Hardin County in the Big Thicket were
survivors. They were free-spirited, self-confident settlers of the Piney
Woods and the Thicket who made their homes in those woods in 1840s
and passed on their genes and attitudes to a horde of Hooks progeny
in present-day southeast Texas. The cousins Coe and Rienstra are fit
offspring, and they have brought together in A Pride oj Kin the stories
their families has been telling at Sunday dinners, reunions, and funerals
for generations. These are great stories, well told, and their themes are
the virtues and values that were responsible for the success and survival
of settlers on the Texas frontier.
Willilim (Pap) Hooks, along with three brothers, brought his wife
Martha and the beginnings of his family to East Texas in 1848 and
was soon settled on the edge of the Big Thicket in Hardin County. The
stories remembered and told in this family saga begin in the Old World
but don't gain elaboration until the family begins its trek to Texas. One
of the tales the family is still telling is about Austin Hooks, the perfec-

tionist among the brothers. One of his oxen was drowned at a river
crossing and Austin was so disgruntled at having to drive an unmatched
team that he killed the remaining ox, burned his wagon, and returned
to Georgia. He made it to Texas the following year with a matched
team and a matched spare trailing at the tailgate.
The stories about Pap concern a great-bearded man, who for com-

fort plowed in his shirt-tails, was a charmer of children, and bound his
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family to himself and each other with the great love he had for them.
He had eight sons who filled various vacuums in Hardin County and
left behind stories that have locked them into the family's historical
continuity. There was the wild, adventurous Day who went to the War,
was captured by Yankees, and came home minus toes lost to frostbite,
much sobered. And Lum, who joined the army to keep Day out of
trouble but who died of typhus and was buried on that part of the
Hooks farm that was to become Hooks cemetery, his being the first
grave. There was Buck, who went to Houston to retrieve a horse his
son had foolishly given a young lady-who having Seen the young lady,
was so enchanted he offered her another horse. There was George the
inventor and oil driller who was a fiddle maker-and Bud the bear
hunter-and Ben, who made three separate fortunes: in whiskey, in
lumber, and in the Saratoga oil field, which he started. The stories
continue through the family and through the generations till now and
give a colorful, humorous, dramatic picture of the people gaining their
culture's land by living strongly in it and on it.
One chaptcr deals with a gunfight between the Hookses and the
Humbles on the Woodville square. This story is a family epic, and
except for the fact that no one was killed, the battle was as exciting
and dramatic as the shootout at the OK Corral. Another chapter deals
with hunting. The bear hunt that Teddy Roosevelt had scheduled with
Bud and Ben but had to cancel is as well remembered as the hunts the
Hookses made in the Thicket with the woodsiest of all woodsmen, Ben
Lilly. Gus Hooks, who could outrun a horse and just might have burned
down the courthouse at Old Hardin so the county seat would be moved
to Kountze, raised a family who furnished grist for the making of more
tales.
However well the authors did their part, A&M Press did poorly
with the building of the book, and it should have done better by Frank
Wardlaw, after whom the series is named. A Pride of Kin is a book
that requires pictures-pictures of the Big Thicket and Piney Woods
setting, pictures of the Hooks Cemetery setting for the opening and the
closing of the book, pictures of the people. The authors have sharp,

clear, dramatic pictures of all the major characters involved, of Ben's
oil fields and Bud's bear hunts and Arden's bee trees. These pictures
would have given the book a needed, added dimension and would have
pleased readers by prompting their mind's eyes with pictures of real
people. Pap did look like a big hairy animal. In his family portrait
the bearded patriarch is formally attired in suit coat and white shirt
down to his sternum. Below that the coat flairs open, the shirt runs
out, and what is left is a broad expense of flesh punctuated by a prominent belly button. That needs to be seen to be appreciated.
Francis Edward Abernethy, Stephen F. Austin State University
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Working the Range. Essays on the History of Western Land Management and the Environment. By John R. Wunder. (Greenwood
Press, 88 Post Road West, Box 5007, Westport, Conn. 06881),
1985. Index. P. 241. $29.95.
This is a difficult book to review, if one is to do justice to twelve
separate articles and authors. In the first place, the title is misleading

in that it implies that the collection of essays relate to the ranching
industry. Indeed, the sub-title is a more appropriate reflection as to
what the book is all about, namely land management and the environment. Working the Range is divided into four major sections: "Native
Americans and Their Lands;" "Land Speculation;" "Land Policy and
Entrepreneurship;" and UEnvironment and Land Management." Each
major division contains three essays.

Some of the works read like the seminar papers or thesis chapters
that they obviously were originally. Subjects range from a study of
land and water rights of the Pueblos of New Mexico to water modification in Texas, and the Town Site Preemption Act of 1944. Willard
RoIlings does an excellent job in describing the complex land policies
of the Spaniards, Mexicans, arid Anglo-Americans relative to the
Pueblos of New Mexico. He should have been more careful however,
in locating the Zuni, Acoma, and Laguna groups along the Western
New Mexico and Eastern Arizona boundary instead of two-hundred
miles further east near the Pecos River.
Each section discusses the temporal and spatial relationship of
Americans to working Western lands. The various essays are based
upon solid if mostly secondary sources. The theme or thesis of Working
the Range could have been more fully developed in the Introduction
by the editor.
W. Eugene Hollon
Santa Fe, New Mexico
Texas Tears and Texas Sunshine. Voices of Frontier Women. By Jo
Ella Exley. (Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C, College
Station, TX 77843), 1985. Photographs. References. Index.
P. 275. $14.95.
With the coming of Texas' sesquincentennial year there has, hap-

pily, been a renewal of interest in Texas history. Fortunately much of
this interest is in the contributions of Texas women. Texas Tears and
Texas Sunshine: Voices of Frontier Women illustrates the benefits to
be reaped from such an interest. This is the story of Texas womanhood as told in accounts of the lives of sixteen women. The book
covers the period from 1821 to 1905. Each of the four sections has
the descriptive name of a quilt-"Log Cabin," "Lone Star," "Texas
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Tears," and "Texas Sunshine." The utilization of the quilt motif is
effective as this is a story of creation. These women created homes in
the wilderness and helped to create a state. Everything is here--emigration, education, religion, amusements, building homes, family life,
and the struggles of daily life. Included are the autobiographical
accounts of Mary Crownover Rabb, Mary Helm, Dilue Rose Harris,
Rachel Parker Plummer, Silvia King, and Amelia Edith Huddleston
Barr. The accounts of their lives provide a fascinating insight into the
existence of these women and more than a glimpse of frontier life.
There are photographs and a fine listing of references.
Texas Tears and Texas Sunshine is an important contribution

to the study of womanhood in Texas. It is interesting, enjoyable, and
highly recommended reading.
Vista Kay McCroskey
Fort Worth, Texas

Black Leaders. Texans for Their Times. Alwyn Barr and Robert A.
Calvert, editors. (Texas State Historical Association, 2/306 Sid
Richardson Hall, Austin, TX 78712), 1985. Photographs. Index.
P. 237. $18.95 Cloth; $9.95 Paper.

This collection of biographical essays describes the lives of eight
black Texans who sought social change either in their own individual
circumstances or in the condition of their ethnic group. In the editors'
formula for leadership, the individual achiever without an ethnic constituency is accorded the same status as the group leader with an ethnic
constituency. Lacking noble motive, exceptional achievement or significant constituency, Dave, who resists his captive condition only because
he prefers urban to rural life, is a dubious selection. His contemporary,
William Goyens of Nacogdoches County, a free black and one of the
richest landowners in Texas, can best be understood as a leader in the
white community. The remaining biographees developed significant

~

black constituencies-politica11eaders Matthew Gaines of Brenham and
Bill McDonald of Fort Worth; college president W. R. Banks and Mary

Branch; Heman Sweatt, the plaintiff in the monumental University of
Texas desegregation lawsuit; and Dr. John Biggers, internationallyacclaimed visual artist. This provocative study is an important contri-

bution to Texas history and biography.
Melvin Wade
The University of Texas at Austin
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The Cowboy Chronicles: A Sportswriter's View of America's Most
Celebrated Team. By Carlton Stowers. (Eakin Press, P.O. Box
23066, Austin, TX 78767), 1984. Photographs. Index. P. 256.
$9.95.
Having been a Dallas Cowboys' fan for twenty years, it is difficult
to dislike almost any book concerning the team. Carlton Stower's The
Cowboy Chronicles, is no exception. In spite of its title, thc reader is
advised in the Foreward, written by Steve Perkins, editor of the Dallas
Cowboys Weekly, that this is not a history of the Dallas franchise.
Instead, Stowers explains that his book is a collection of some of his
magazine and newspaper articles done on major events and the personnel of the team. He states that his purpose is to enable the reader
to have on hand a convenient collection of such articles.
No North Dallas Forty, The Cowboy Chronicles will offend no
one, nor does it present heretofore unknown facts concerning the Cowboys' organization. It is exactly what it says it is, a series of short, upbeat articles, written with the periodical's audience in mind.
The thirty-six articles presented are arranged in no particular
ranking or chronological order, and they vary in subject from players
to management notables to the famed cheerleaders. Of particular interest to Cowboys' fans may be the article on the team's low-profile former
owner, Clint Muchison, Jr., and his quest for a Dallas-based National
Football League team. Each article contains some message that might,
along with the book's popular subject, recommend it for inclusion in
high school libraries.
The reader must keep in mind that this book is not a modem
report on the team because some articles date to the mid-seventies. This
is a positive statement about the people that make up the Cowboys'
organization, and the reader may find a few hours of pleasant, light
reading.
Steve Lindsey
Mineola, Texas

Storm in the Mountains. Thomas' Confederate Legion of Cherokee
Indians and Mountaineers. By Vernon Crow. (Press of the Museum of the Cherokee Indians, P.O. Box 770-A, Cherokee, NC
28719), 1982. Photographs. Maps. Appendices. Notes. Bibliography. Index. P. 275. $14.95.
The purpose of this work is to chronicle a unique unit of Confederate soldiers who have received virtually no scholarly attention. The
author accomplished this task with excellent results, and more. The
reader not only learns the military record of the Legion, but is exposed
to a comer of the Confederacy, eastern Tennessee and western North
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Carolina, where pro-Union men were the most daring. The Legion
faced the awesome task of keeping Federal soldiers out as well as trying
to maintain the peace where murders and ambushes were more common

than battles. Crow made good use of the wealth of unpublished material
by weaving it into the narrative to produce an exciting history that does
not "over glorify" his subject, but presents an honest account of young
men at war. Storm in the Mountains reserves a special place in every

Civil War library.
David V. Stroud
Kilgore College
Rebels on the Rio Grande. The Civil War Journal of A. B. Petkolas.
Edited by Don E. Alberts. (The University of New Mexico Press,
Albuquerque, NM 87131), 1984. Photographs. Maps. Illustrations. Bibliography. Index. P. 187. $19.95 Cloth; $9.95 Paper.

General Henry Hopkins Sibley's New Mexico Campaign of 1862
has been the subject of specialized studies by Martin H. Hall and Robert
L. Kerby. The best personal account by a soldier in the Confederate
"Army of New Mexico" was kept by Sergeant Alfred Brown Peticolas
of tbe "Victoria Invincibles," Company C of the Fourth Regiment of
Texas Mounted Volunteers. Unfortunately, the first of Peticolas's three
journals, which covered the recruitment and training of Sibley's Brigade
in San Antonio and the march across West Texas to Fort Bliss and into
New Mexico, was lost when the Texan wagon train was destroyed by
Union forces during the Battle of Glorieta.
The seeond journal, ably edited by Don E. Alberts, begins on
February 21, 1862, the day of the Battle of Valverde, and ends with
the weary Sibley Brigade marching back to San Antonio on June 15,
1862. Peticolas's pencil sketehes made during the campaign complement the text. The third journal deals with his subsequent service in
Louisiana and Texas. It is not included in this volume,
Norman D. Brown
The University of Texas at Austin

Wildcatters. Texas Independent Oilmen. By Roger M. alien and Diana
Davids alien, (Texas Monthly Press, P,O. Box 1569, Austin, TX
78767), 1984, Photographs, Notes. Glossary, Index. P. 234.
$16.95.

In this interesting and well-researched study the authors use the
West Texas-Permian Basin field as a background for an examination

of the role of independent oilmen in an industry dominated by major
firms. Contrary to generally held views. the authors indicate that a
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high degree of cooperation usually existed between independents and
major oil companies. During the 1930s both groups, seeing an obvious
mutuality of interest in price stability, welcomed governmental regulation of production. But, declining oil prices, as has happened in the
lean times of the present, brought different and heated views between
the two groups concerning imported oil and environmental and tax
policies.
Meanwhile, the image and stature of the "wildcatter" changed.
Those who survived over the long pull usually were not the flamboyant,
wheeler-dealer types but responsible, serious professionals, often with
academic backgrounds in petroleum engineering or geology.
The authors have used an impressive number of sources, particularly some seventy-plus interviews with oilmen who participated in the
development of the West Texas field. At a time when publishing costs
render such comments largely niggling, the book's usefulness could be
enhanced for the general reader with maps and for the researcher with
a more detailed index.
John O. King
University of Houston, University Park
Red Scare, Right-Wing Hysteria, Fifties Fanaticism and Their Legacy
in Texas. By Don E. Carleton. (Texas Monthly Press, P.O. Box
1569, Austin, TX 78767), 1985. Photographs. Notes. lndex.
P. 390. $18.95.

Don Carleton has written a superb book about the extreme right in
Houston in the 1950s. To a lesser extent the book examines right wing
politics in Texas and the nation. It is Carleton's thesis that such right
wing activities as banning speakers, firing teachers and administrators,
and recording teachers' lectures to insure their ideological purity were
encouraged by the Houston Establishment. Until Oveta Hobby came
under attack, the Houston Post was friendly to Red Scare tactics. Such
leaders as Hugh Roy Cullen, Jesse Jones, and other "8F Crowd" leaders
used the Red Scare to win elections and fight New Dealism and labor
unions.
Carleton's treatment of Hugh Roy Cullen's role in the Red Scare

is impressive. This incredibly wealthy man was no mere manipulator
of public opinion; he was a true believer, a man willing to commit his
wealth to fighting what he believed were the evils of communism and
liberalism. His role on the Board of Regents of the University of Houston and his role as the major donor to the University made him a pivotal
figure in the Red Scare's struggle against academic freedom. Similarly,
the role of the Houston Chronicle and the Houston Post in beating the
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drums for the Red Scare is also stressed. Most interesting of all is
Carleton's treatment of the band of middle-and-upper-class housewives
-the Minutewomen-who were the footsoldiers of the Red Scare.
This book is not just a good one, it is outstanding. It is wellresearched, well-written, and not only fascinating but of major historical
value.

Anthony Champagne
The University of Texas at Dallas

Computer Genealogy. A Guide to Research Through High Technology. By Paul A. Andereck and Richard A. Pence. (Ancestry
Publishing, P.O. Box 476, Salt Lake City, Utah 84110), 1985.
Illustrations. Index. P. 280. $12.95.

Paul Andereck is well qualified to discuss computer genealogy.
Andereck is the editor of a magazine entitled "Genealogical Computing" which is now four years old. Genealogy is the third most popular
hobby in America today and it is only natural that genealogists would
tum to the computer to aid them in their research and record keeping.
This volume is written for those who are considering the purchase
of computer software for their genealogical research. Andereck explains
various types of software in terms that a novice can understand. If you
don't know a ubi!" from a Hbyte," there is a glossary of terms in the
back of the book to help you understand the terminology.
Examples of various charts and group sheets produced by several
software packages are illustrated. A genealogy programs directory is
included. The name of the software is given, as well as the type of
computer it functions with, the cost and address where this product
may be purchased.
Reasons for using the computer are given with an explanation of
computer software and what it can do for you. One chapter gives a
step-by-step explanation of "Family Roots" and how it can help
organize your data.
Anyone who is considering the purchase of computer software to
help with their genealogical research would benefit from Computer
Genealogy.

Carolyn Ericson
Nacogdoches, Texas
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Water in the Hispanic Southwest. By Michael C. Meyer. (University
of Arizona Press, Tucson, AZ), 1984. Maps. Photographs. Notes.
Bibliography. Index. P. 189.
Water in the Hispanic Southwest is a well researched volume
examining the ways that water-or more accurately the lack of wateraffected the legal, social, economic, and military aspects of New Spain.
As the weapon in the battle against aridity, water "actuated and dominated an amazing variety of social and economic relationships ... dictated growth patterns, precipitated conflict, influenced the form of governmental institutions, and helped define how different social and ethnic
groups related to each other." (p. 8)
The first half of the book is given over to detailing these influences. Meyer discusses the effect of water on the location and construction of towns, on land ownership patterns, and on military tactics.
The most interesting chapter in this first half, however, is on
"Water and Social Conflict." Meyer reminds us that land disputes in
the Southwest were almost always contentions over water, a fact often
not realized in historical literature. It is interesting to note that conflict
arose not from population increases but rather from economic and
demographic changes--concentration in cities, private land ownership,
the domestication of animals, and mining. The initial conflicts over
water quality in the New World are also noted.
The second half of the book deals with water law and will be of
particular interest to legal scholars and water rights lawyers. It includes
evidence of thorough archival research from commentaries, decrees,
and cases on the categorization of land grants and on the acquisition
of water rights. The final chapter on adjudication of disputes emphasizes the balancing between legal right and common good that was part
of New Spain'S legal system.
Throughout, Meyer focuses on water as an instrument of domination in the conflict between cultures-an insightful perspective. This
is balanced with, the statement that social equity was not always cavalierly ignored, and he also resists the temptation to ascribe all social
tension to drought. Ultimately, the value of the book is in its pointing
out the extent to which aridity and the process of coping with it helped
shape Spanish colonial society as much as some of the influences that
come more immediately to mind.
Steve Stagner
Texas Water Alliance
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Spanish Sea. The Gulf of Mexico in North American Discovery, 15001685. By Robert S. Weddle. (Texas A&M University Press,
Drawer C, College Station, TX 77843), 1985. Maps. Photographs. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. P. 457. $34.50.

Robert Weddle feels that the Age of Discovery and Exploration
has not been completely or accurately chronicled. This book, he hopes,
will prompt further examination of a neglected subject.
The author maintains that previous misunderstandings and geographical errors. These he attributes to ignorance of the perils of navigating uncharted coasts and a too-literal interpretation of primitive
maps and estimates of direction and position. Also, Weddle feels that
state and local writers (especially Texans and Floridians) often ignore
or distort developments in other parts of the Gulf. Finally, he points to
confusion caused by "migrating" place-names.
Weddle offers an overview of activity in the entire Gulf, seeking
a unity missing in previous accounts of exploration in the "Spanish
Sea." Further, he asserts that it is these explorations, rather than events
on the Atlantic coast, which mark the natural starting-place for the
study of U. S. history.
This book will interest general readers as welI as specialists (on
whose toes Weddle occasionally treads). The work contains many
stirring accounts of bravery and hardship, and Weddle's argument that
the history of Gulf explorations is both incomplete and inaccurate
deserves serious consideration.
D. S. Chandler
Miami University (Ohio)
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A collection of restaurants, cafes, barbecue and catfish
places and other East Texas eateries.

BY BOB BOWMAN
AVAILABLE AT MOST BOOKSTORES
IN EAST TEXAS
MAIL ORDERS: LUFKIN PRINTING CO.,
P.O. BOX 589 LUFKIN, TEXAS 75901. $12.95
(Add $1.00 FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING.)
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THE RALPH W. STEEN AWARD
Mrs. Lera Thomas
F. Lee Lawrence
Robert Cotncr
Mrs. Tommie Jan Lowery
Mrs. E.H. Lasseter
Archie P. McDonald
Robert S. Maxwell
Max S. Lale
Mrs. W.S. Terry
Captain Charles K. Phillips
Bob Bowman

THE C.K. CHAMBERLAIN AWARD
W.T. Block
James Smallwood
John Denton Charter
James M. McReynolds
Elvie Lou Luetge
Randolph Campbell
Douglas Hale
Michael E. Wade
Tommy Stringer

THE FELLOWS AWARD
Randolph Campbell
Archie P. McDonald
Robert S. Maxwell
J. Milton Nance
Ralph Wooster
Marilyn M. Siblcy
Fred Tarpley
Margaret S. Henson
Frank H. Smyrl

THE LUCILLE TERRY AWARD
Friends of the Adolphus Sterne Home, Nacogdoches, Texas
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Angelina & Neches River Railroad Co., Lufkin
Champion International Corp. (Formerly St. Regis), Lufkin
Chevron/Gulf, Houston
Citizens National Bank, Henderson
Commercial National Bank, Nacogdoches
Delta Drilling Co., Tyler
East Texas Baptist University, Marshall
East Texas Oil Museum, Kilgore College
East Texas State University, Commerce
First City National Bank, Lufkin
Fredonia State Bank, Nacogdoches
General Savings Association, Henderson
Harrison County Historical Society, Marshall
Henderson County Junior College, Athens
Huntington State Bank, Huntington
Kilgore Chamber of Commerce
.1

Kilgore College
Kirby Forest Industries, Inc., Houston
Lamar University, Beaumont
The Long Trusts, Kilgore
Lufkin Federal Savings & Loan Association
Panola Junior College, Carthage
Sam Houston State University, Huntsville
San Jacinto Museum of History, Deer Park
Superior Savings & Loan Association, Nacogdoches
Temple-Eastex, Inc., Diboll
Texas Farm Products Company, Nacogdoches
Texas Forestry Museum, Lufkin
Tyler Junior College
The University of Texas at Tyler
and sponsored by
Stephen F. Austin State University
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